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Abstract

In ancient times, there has always been a significant relationship
between political principles and values and religious ideas.” Among
these, the first principle is the interaction or confrontation between
religion and governance, which is one of the important pillars of the
political structure of ancient Iran, referring to'Ferdowsi's epic, and has
been discussed in literary texts. During the reign of ancient Iranian
kings, the relationship between these two was sometimes accompanied
by interaction and sometimes confrontation. In this essay, we have tried
to analyze the interactions and confrontations between these two
variables from the perspective of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, find the
confrontations and their reasons from the text of the Shahnameh, and
show how these confrontations have affected the governance system.
This research was done by -analytical-descriptive method and the
structure of government and religion was classified according to each
period; then/each of the two variables was analyzed with evidence.
During  this research, we have found that in many cases, the
confrontation between the two has led to important results, and as the
divine gloryis a sign of the existence of a deep relationship between
governance and religion, the confrontation between the two has led to
the destruction of the political structure and social system.
Keywords: Politics, Religion, Interaction and Confrontation, Priests
and Kings, Ferdowsi's Shahnameh.

Introduction
According to the importance of the Shahnameh and the narratives about
the governance and how religion and its prosperity are mentioned in the



Shahnameh, it is possible to understand the relationship between
governance and religion and the interactions between the two.
According to the historical documents and the surviving works of
Avesta and Ferdowsi's epic, the institution of religion and politics have
been continuously interacting and confronting each other in different
periods, and sometimes the confrontation between these two has
resulted in serious consequences in the society. In Shahnameh, the
government has a constant and uniform process, and it is religion that
affects this relationship with its ups and downs. Governance and
globalization have a simple structure, but religion moves from a simple
structure to a complex structure over time. The kings of Iran have
continuously tried to use the element of religion to legitimize their
government and consolidate their power. In the Bistun inscription,
which is the largest stone inscription in the world, it reflects the view of
Darius I Achaemenid, who says: "By the will of Ahuramazda, [ am the
king, Ahuramazda granted me the kingship."(Hakmat, 1350) Parthian
and Sassanid rulers also used the element of religion to gain legitimacy.
In the use of the element of religion to obtain legitimacy in the Sasanian
era, "religion is the basis ofGoverning and Government is the guardian
of religion." Whatever-does not have a foundation will be destroyed,
and whatever does not have a guardian will perish." (Masoudi, Volume
1, 1365) Anyway, religion and government have influenced each other
from the perspective of Shahnameh. In this research, the state of
interaction and confrontation between religion and government in three
mythological, ‘epic, and historical periods of the Shahnameh is
analyzed.

Literature Review

Several researches have been done on the relationship between religion
and government in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. Baqir Parham, in the book
Ba Nagh Ferdowsi, has published the basics of criticism of political
wisdom in Iran with references to politics in ancient governments. Mr.
Azizullah Jovini, in his article on the solidarity of religion and
government, considers the duty of the Government element to be the
victory of good over evil in the beginning, and after Gestasb, the duti
of theGovernment is to teach religion as the main . Mr. Javanshir, in the



book Hamase Dad, published a discussion on the political content of
the Shahnameh in Tudeh party publications, which contains the
behavior of the government in the ancient period. Mr. Morteza Shiroudi
and Mustafa Jahanbakhsh have examined the discourse analysis of
religion and government in the three parts of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh
with Norman Clough's hermeneutic method at three levels of
description, interpretation and explanation and the process of
government and religion. Mr. Ali Abbasi and Alireza Saibani also
published an article entitled The Thought of Theocracy and Religion-
State Relations in the Mind and Language of Iranians, which pointed
out the deep relationship between monarchy and- religion and
considered divine gloryas an expression of the political legitimacy of .
Al-Hiyar Khalatbari has also explored the place of religion in the article
examining the place of religion in the political thought of Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh and emphasized the foundations of the ideal kingdom
theory. Other books and articles have been selectively published
regarding the role of religion in government and the government's duty
towards religion, but none of the existing sources have dealt with the
issue of conflict between religion and governance and have not
comprehensively investigated the interactions between these two
variables. In this article, based on the three mythological, heroic and
historical periods, we will deal with the interactions and confrontations
of each one.

Methodology

The research method in this research is analytical-descriptive, which
was carried out with the research technique of library studies.

Conclusion

The findings of this research show that in all three periods of the
Shahnameh, the Shah is the representative of God on earth and has a
divine face, and in addition to being a prince, he also has a religious



position. In a way, there is opposition to the gods and he has been able
to strengthen his rule with the help of this power.

In the mythological period, the structure of government and religion
was simple and the descriptions were limited, and only features such as
Yazdan-worshipping and god-knowing of the kings were mentioned.
Despite the central king and the connection between religion and the
state, two cases of conflict with religion have occurred in the
mythological period. One at the end of Jamshid's period with his ego,
the other in Zahhak with the deception of the devil and violence and
oppression of the people, both of which led to the downfall.

During the heroes period, in Iranian belief, the Shah is a ruler who,with
divine glory, has high human virtues and is worthy of leadership, and
religiously, he is God's successor. The interaction between the royal
institution and religion has two stages. In the first period of Pahlavi, the
institution of religion was‘busy with simple and marginal affairs until
Zoroaster emerged and the institution of religion prevailed over the
institution of government. This period of religious power is in some
cases the same as the government. His duties are to interfere in the
government, keep the fire temple and be present in the government.
There have been several cases of confrontation between the two
government institutions and Atashkadeh.

In the historical period, most of the kings, when they felt threatened
by Mobadan, took policies to eliminate them, and there was a
continuous ‘battle between the king and Mobadan, and the Sassanid
kings tried to reduce the power of Mobadan. During this period, these
confrontations were at their peak and this caused the weakening of the
Sassanid government and ultimately their downfall.
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