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Not All, Only a Few Return

(after Ghalib)

Just a few return from dust, disguised as roses.

What hopes the earth forever covers, what faces?

I too could recall moonlit roofs, those nights of wine-

But, time has shelved them now in Memory’s dimmed places.
She has left forever, let blood flow from my eyes

Till my eyes are lamps lit for love’s darkest places.

All is his- Sleep, Peace, Night- when on his arm your hair
Shines to make him the god whom nothing effaces.

With wine, the palm’s lines, believe me, rush to Life’s stream-
Look, here’s my hand, and here the red glass it raises.

See me! Beaten by sorrow, man is numbed to pain.

Grief has become the pain only pain erases.

World, should Ghalib keep weeping you will see a flood
Drown your terraced cities, your marble palaces. (Agha, 2003: 52)
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The literal translations of these lines by Ahmad are as follows:

Not all, but only a few, are revealed in the rose and the tulip;

What faces those must have been that have gone (been hidden) under
the dust!

The ‘daughters of the Biet’ were, during the day, hidden behind a curtain
(ot, had hidden themselves behind the day’s curtain);

What did they think (feel, occurred to them, came in their hearts) at
night

that they came out unconcealed (naked)?

To him comes sleep, belongs the mind (peace of mind), belong the
nights

On whose arm you spread your hair.

We are the monotheists; breaking customs (traditions, set patterns) is our
way of life;

Whenever the communities die, they became part of the faith.

If Ghalib continues to weep with this same prolixity, you, those who
inhabit this world,

Will see that these cities shall become a mass of wilderness. (Ahmad,
1994: 73).
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- We are the monotheists; breaking customs is our pattern of life;

- Whenever communities died, they became part of the faith. (Ahmad,
1994: 73)
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Only the truth makes the pain of lifting a hand worthwhile:
The prism staggering under the blows of the raga (Ibid: 61).
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The vanishing-point is the point where he appears.
Two parallel tracks converge, yet there has been no wreck (Ibid).
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In the Theatre of the Dust no actor becomes famous.
In the last scene they all are blown away like dust (Ibid: 62).
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I’'m tired of walking your streets,
He says, unable to leave her (Ibid: 21).

WS o oly HALES RS 5 5l 5 dengi o0 Bgtors Az5T & JLS loy 5l I S L]



109 LD asliple 153/())8 sowlyd solas LE s OB)E

€T ol o Ko a5 5 o Lt o blogS 2 zsS e 5 0
OF 20138 was)

il 00,5 dez 5 i 1) L Con (il )
Again, my thoughts haunt your street;
I remember losing my wits there (Trans. Rich in Ahmad 1994, 15).
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2- Ralph Waldo Emerson

3- Walt Whitman

4- Edgar Allan Poe

5- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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9- Portfolio

10- Boston’s Foreign Periodical Literature.

11- Minerva
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18- “Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque”

19- Garcia Lorca

20- Pablo Neruda

21- Muriel Rukeyser

22- Pier Paolo Pasolini
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