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Abstract

Saeed Nafisi’s Nimeh Rah-e Behesht (Halfway to Paradise) depicts the urban
elite’s efforts to turn wealth and family connections into public standing and
institutional advantage. This study examined how that conversion took place and
why it failed in some situations. It combined directed qualitative analysis with a
close reading of selected scenes from the 1344 Solar Hijri edition. Pierre
Bourdieu’s account of field, habitus, and capital guided the analysis. The findings
showed how charity and hospitality made private wealth visible, how family
connections altered a university council’s judgment, and how family instruction
shaped assessments of gender and reputation. Access to information gave Abbas
little protection during interrogation, while past political service failed to secure
a position for Dr. Diplomacy in the exchange examined. Satire exposed the
distance between claims to merit and the sources of privilege, even as the
narrator’s ridicule sometimes relied on social hierarchies. Unfinished modernity
described the limits of institutional autonomy within the novel’s fictional world.

Keywords: Nimeh Rah-e Behesht, Pierre Bourdieu, reproduction of power,
tield, capital, Saced Nafisi

Introduction

Nafisi is widely known for his literary and historical scholarship. His novel
Halfway to Paradise offers another way to examine his engagement with Iranian
society. It begins in the home of Nahid Dowlatdust, where wealthy women
gather to organize a charity. Subsequent scenes follow members of the same
social circles into dealings with political intermediaries, banks, and the university.
The juxtaposition gives the novel its central problem: how does a resource that
belongs to a person or family acquire force in a public decision? The study
addressed that problem by tracing the conversion of capital, the transmission of

* Corresponding Author: h.kh@ens.uk.ac.ir
How to Cite: xxxxxxx


https://orcid.org/0009-0000-8655-3973
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5566-0220
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3866-8036

dispositions within families, and the changing significance of professional
criteria.

The term unfinished modernity referred to the gap between the formal
organization of an institution and the criteria that actually shaped its decisions.
The university council, for example, initially defended an academic standard. Its
members changed their reasoning once they learned who was related to the
student. This sequence made it possible to obsetve a limit to the institution’s
autonomy. The study applied that interpretation to the fictional world and treated
the satirical selection of scenes as a feature of narration. The Persian edition used
in the analysis was published in 1965 (Nafisi, 1965). It also examined the
narrator’s own criteria for judging characters.

Literature Review

Mirabedini (2001) emphasized the novel’s exposure of recognizable public
figures. Arianpour (2003) placed its satire in the context of the ruling elite and its
dealings. Bayat (2021) discussed Nafisi’s novel in an issue of Goftogu devoted to
literature and history. Ameli Rezaei (2012) examined the changing portrayal of
the family in Persian novels, while Rostami et al. (2018) considered the generation
gap across several realist novels, including Nafisi’s. The present study drew on
those lines of inquiry to ask how privileges moved between settings within a
single novel and how the narration made those movements visible.

Two studies in Literary Text Research situated the article within sociological
criticism of fiction. Gholamhosseinzadeh et al. (2012) linked the structure and
content of Atiq Rahimi’s novel to the social conditions represented in it. Nikfar
and Alizad (2021) used Henri Lefebvre’s theory of space to study Tehran and
modernity in three Iranian novels. These studies provided methodological and
thematic points of comparison. The present article examined the effectiveness of
resources across particular interactions, including episodes in which the intended
conversion remained incomplete or its outcome was uncertain.

Method

The study used directed qualitative analysis and close reading of the 1344 Solar
Hijri edition, published by Amir Kabir. The corpus was a single novel. Scenes
and exchanges were chosen purposively when they related directly to the research
questions, revealed the participants’ positions, and supplied enough evidence to
interpret the interaction. Narratorial descriptions were included when they
contributed to the social evaluation of a character. The analysis identified the
resources available to a character and examined how they were used. It then
assessed the outcome from the sequence of events and the surrounding textual
evidence.

The analysis distinguished what the narrator represented as happening from
what a character asserted or expected. For instance, Mehri’s claim to have
received instructions from a senior authority was assessed through the other
women’s responses. Likewise, Abbas’s expectations about confessions were read
alongside the later interrogation. Bourdieu’s concepts guided the comparison
(Bourdieu, 1986, 1990, 1991). A field was understood through relations among
positions and the stakes of competition. Habitus accounted for acquired
dispositions. Capital referred to resources whose value depended on the social
setting, and symbolic power concerned the authority to impose a publicly



credible account of a situation. Cases of resistance and failed conversion helped
delimit these interpretations.

Findings

The charity meeting showed how wealth and publicity could support a claim to
authority. In Nahid’s house, a mirror was positioned so that visitors could
appreciate the extent of the property. The narrator turned that display into a
judgment about taste. Later, the women’s interest in newspaper coverage gave
charitable activity a public value. Mehrti’s claim to have official backing changed
the stakes of the election even though some participants doubted her words.
Their calculation about the consequences of opposing her helps explain the force
of the claim.

Political brokerage illustrated the uncertainty of conversion. Dr. Tayyebi’s use
of a medical title drew attention to the difference between training and the
standing conferred by a title. Dr. Diplomacy asked him for a government
position in the name of university reform. Tayyebi’s response showed that prior
service could lose its value among political contacts. At the Dowlatdust gathering,
Manuchehr treated the cost of hospitality as an investment in access to permits.
The proposal to increase bank credit in anticipation of election expenses revealed
a similar calculation. Both conversations disclosed what the participants hoped
to obtain.

Abbas’s position showed why circulation of information and the power to
have it recognized were separate matters. He learned about elite households
through his acquaintances and obtained newspaper news through
schoolchildren. During interrogation, the official record gave institutional
authority to the investigator’s account of the exchange. The narrator left
uncertainty about what was written down. A police officer then explicitly
connected access to a hearing with social standing. Abbas objected to his
treatment, which made the coexistence of physical coercion and the denial of
credibility visible.

Family instruction shaped how younger characters assessed the uses of social
relationships. Nahid taught Vida to weigh intimacy against the advantage it might
bring. Haydeh extended knowledge learned from her mother through her own
experience. Sirus recalled learning as a child how payments to household
employees could open doors. The narrative’s description of Sirus’s assault on
Vida was treated as evidence in its own right. In the medical consultation that
followed, the doctor made the family’s wealth and prestige grounds for increasing
his price. Vida’s case showed how financial resources could widen access to a
service while leaving her vulnerable to professional discretion and pressure over
her reputation.

The university council offered the clearest instance of a private relationship
changing an institutional criterion. The council initially emphasized academic
performance. After the student’s family connection was disclosed, its chair spoke
of the request as a right. The sudden shift made the reasoning of the council part
of the satire. Press coverage had several uses in the novel. Characters invoked
the cultural value of printing to justify a transaction intended to finance elections,
while newspaper reading gave Abbas access to information. After the final plane
crash, a radio announcement attributed distinction to passengers whose names
were still unknown. A newspaper subsequently earned income from notices of



mourning. The ending returned to the connection between public recognition
and private resources that the opening charity scene had established.

The episodes also clarified the importance of sequence. In the charity
meeting, a claim to outside backing followed the allocation of positions. At the
university, the disclosure of family ties followed an explicit defense of academic
standards. That order let readers compare the institutional rule with what
happened once the participants had a reason to make an exception.

Conclusion

The novel represented the reproduction of power as a process that depended on
who could confer recognition. Wealth became visible through display and
hospitality. Kinship gained administrative force when the university council
accepted it as a reason for changing its decision. By following these interactions
across settings, the article showed how the procedures of an institution could
authorize privileges that arose outside it. Dr. Diplomacy’s exchange with Tayyebi
and Abbas’s interrogation clarified why similar expectations of conversion
produced different outcomes.

The reading also showed how family practices transmitted practical ways of
judging relationships and preserving reputation. The cases of Nahid and Vida
revealed that access to resources and the ability to set the terms of an encounter
varied even within the same family. Satire made such variations visible by placing
claims to public service beside the conduct of those who made them. The council
scene similatly juxtaposed the language of merit with a decision based on kinship.
The narrator’s treatment of physical appearance showed that the language of
exposure could also draw on existing forms of social distinction.

Unfinished modernity thus described the limited autonomy of the institutions
represented in the novel. The final catastrophe ended the lives of several
characters, while radio and newspaper accounts continued to reproduce their
prestige. This continuation helped explain why the novel’s critique exceeded the
exposure of individual misconduct. The conclusions were confined to the
selected scenes and the narrative relations that linked them. Studying their
historical prevalence would require independent evidence, and locating Nalfisi in
the literary field would require a separate study of publication and reception.
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