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Abstract

This study adopts a comparative-analytical approach and uses a qualitative
research methodology (text-based content analysis) to offer a Habermasian
reading of Fereydoon Moshiri's poems, focusing on his critique of the
"conquest of the moon." The primary objective is to uncover the theoretical
ovetlap between Jurgen Habermas's concept of the "colonization of the
lifeworld"—particularly ~ the notions of commodification, instrumental
rationality, and the destruction of meaning—and Moshiti's poetic imagery in his
critique of technological modernity. Data were extracted from poems relevant
to the conquest of the moon and analyzed within the framework of Habermas's
key concepts (lifeworld, systems, and symbolic impoverishment). The findings
indicate that Moshiti: (1) views "the conquest of space" as a recent instance of
the commodification of nature, reducing the sacred lifeworld (the moon as a
source of meaning) to a commodity to be appropriated; (2) through metaphors
such as "the murder of the moon," "the wave of smoke and blood," and "the
death of inspiration," he foreshadows the consequences of the dominance of
instrumental rationality (environmental destruction, a crisis of trust, and the
decline of imagination); and (3) his critique of "one-dimensional progress"
aligns with Habermas's critique of technocratic ideology. This tresearch
demonstrates that Moshiri's poetry not only reflects Western critical thought
but also, through its "ontological metaphots," gives objective expression to new
dimensions of the theory of the colonization of the lifeworld.
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rationality, strategic rationality, moon, Fereydoon Moshiri.
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Introduction

Jurgen Habermas (1929), heir to the Frankfurt School, offers a critical
analysis of modernity through his theory of communicative action. The
core of his theory rests on the distinction between the lifeworld (the
arena of culture, identity, communication, and meaning) and systems
(economic and administrative structures based on money and power). In
his view, modernity betrays its emancipatory project when instrumental
rationality governing systems oversteps its boundaries and, by colonizing
the lifeworld, turns the vital domains of human life into quantified
commodities.

Although Fereydoun Moshiri was not a philosopher or theoretician in
the strict sense of the word, he belongs to the ranks of poets who are
inseparably linked to the critical spirit of modernity. His poetry,
regardless of any direct or bookish influence from Western philosophy,
is the product of living in the modern age and of an existential encounter
with the consequences of technological civilization. Therefore,
comparing Moshiri’s poems with Habermas’s theory is not based on
direct influence but on the “homology of the problem™ both have
engaged in critiquing the dominance of instrumental rationality over
human life.

Literature Review

The research literature shows that Jirgen Habermas’s concepts and
theories have found various applications in Persian-language literary and
artistic studies. In one study (1393/2014), the concept of the lifeworld
was compared with the works of Natalia Ginzburg. In another study
(1397/2018), the separation of the lifeworld from the system and the
formation of a surveillance society in a contemporary play were
examined, drawing on Foucault’s panopticon and Habermas’s lifeworld.
In a study (1401/2022), the theory of communicative action was applied
to the Qur’anic story of Noah (PBUH). Another study (1402/2023)
analyzed communicative action and the subject in Arab Spring poetry,
and another study (1402/2023) explored Hafez’s critical thought in
relation to Habermas’s rationality, communicative action, and legitimacy
crisis, in comparison with contemporary painting. These studies focus
mainly on the lifeworld, communicative action, rationality, legitimacy
crisis, and the surveillance system, and have paid less attention to the
mechanism of the colonization of the lifeworld, especially “the conquest
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of space” as its later form. The present study, by focusing on Fereydoun
Moshiri’s poetry, fills this gap and analyzes the conquest of space as an
example of the colonization of the lifeworld within Habermas’s
theoretical framework.

Methodology

The research method of this article is qualitative and comparative-
analytical. The data were extracted through text-based content analysis
from Fereydoun Moshiri’s poetry, especially poems related to “the
conquest of the moon.” These data were then analyzed and compared
within the framework of Jurgen Habermas’s key concepts, such as the
lifeworld, system, commodification, instrumental-strategic rationality,
and the colonization of the lifeworld. The aim is to discover the overlap
between Moshiri’s poetic critique and Habermas’s critical theory.

Findings

Moshiri, with the phrase “If this human’s foot reaches the sky,”
interprets humanity’s arrival on the moon not as an epistemic
achievement or disinterested exploration, but as the first step in the
process of commodification and appropriation of a new territory. In his
analysis of the transformations of modern society, Habermas shows how
the logic of the system—consisting of the market economy and state
bureaucracy—by resorting to instrumental rationality, dominates all
domains of life, including public and even mental spaces (the lifeworld),
and turns them into commodities or controllable and profitable objects.

Fereydoun Moshiri’s poetic imagery of the spaceship as an invading
being (“iron wings,” “fiery breaths”) and the moon as a victim of
violation (“a naked and weeping woman,” “plundered”) offers a
profound critique of the appropriative logic governing technological
development. This simile reveals the core of the Habermasian analysis.
The transformation of the moon from a “pure sanctuary” (the domain of
meaning) into a “target of appropriation” (the domain of instrumental
control) is a manifestation of symbolic violence against the lifeworld.
This process empties space of communicative-ethical values.

These poems by Fereydoun Moshiri about “the death of the moon,”
beyond describing an ecological catastrophe, address the systematic
colonization of the human lifeworld by techno-capitalist logic. “With the
death of the moon, a light departed from the sun / the eye and lamp of
the world of existence fell asleep”; in this poem, the moon is not merely
a celestial body; it is the symbolic structure of the lifeworld that makes
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affective meaning-making (love, dream, inspiration) possible. Its death
means the destruction of the meaning-producing infrastructures of the
lifeworld. “Inspiration died and the tall palace of imagination collapsed”;
the collapse of the poet’s “palace of imagination” is a manifestation of
the symbolic impoverishment warned of by Habermas. Whenever
humans overpower something that is not meant to be appropriated, they
diminish its dignity.

Conclusion

The present study, through a comparative analysis of Fereydoun
Moshiri’s poetry in light of Jiirgen Habermas’s theory of communicative
action, showed that the poet’s critique of “the conquest of the moon,”
beyond a romantic protest, is a philosophical statement against the
colonization of the lifeworld by techno-capitalist systems. The three key
findings of this reading are:

1. The commodification of space as symbolic colonization; images
such as “the spaceship with iron wings” and “the plundered
moon” are the concrete embodiment of the process that
Habermas calls the replacement of communicative action with
the media of money and power.

2. Critique of progress; Moshiri’s warning about “the darkening of
the moon’s age” and his question “When will you conquer the
peak of affection?” constitute a pioneering critique of
“technocratic ideology.” This critique aligns with Habermas’s
analysis that the dominance of instrumental rationality over the
public sphere eliminates normative questions.

3. The death of meaning as a consequence of symbolic
impoverishment; the metaphors “the collapse of the palace of
imagination” and “the death of inspiration” in the elegy for the
moon correspond exactly to the Habermasian concept of the
destruction of the lifeworld’s infrastructures. Moshiri realized
that the appropriation of space destroys myths and collective
consciousnesses and empties the lifeworld of “meaning-
producing resources” (love, beauty, trust)
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