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Abstract

Hamzehnameh is one of the most famous folk tales widely known among the
people. This story revolves around Hamzeh, the Prophet Muhammad’s uncle,
interwoven with numerous legends. Hamzehnameh bears traces of Iranian,
Indian, and other regional narratives. Among these, it has been most
profoundly influenced by the stories of Ferdowsi’s *Shahnameh* (Book of
Kings). There are various narratives of Hamzehnameh, each emphasizing
different aspects of Hamzeh’s adventures, whether focusing on chivalric or
heroic themes. One such narrative, which highlights the heroic dimension, is
*Hamzehnameh (The Tale of Amir al-Mu’menin and Hamza)*, edited by
Ja’far Sho’ar. This article scrutinizes the stories of Hamzehnameh through the
view of its modeling after *Shahnameh*, including the incorporation of
*Shahnameh* verses, parallels in character behaviors, and similarities in
narrative plots. The study concludes that in this narrative of Hamzehnameh,
the stories of *Shahnameh* served as the primary template for the author, who
sought to create parodies of many *Shahnameh* narratives within
Hamzehnameh. These parodies aim to elevate the character of Hamzeh and
his companions, often exaggerating his triumphs to assert his superiority over
the heroes of *Shahnameh*. The author’s goal is to prove Hamzeh’s
dominance over Shahnameh’s champions by giving precedence to his
victories.
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Introduction

The Hamzeh-nameh is one of the most famous colloquial and heroic stories
that has been remarkably popular in different eras. Its narratives have been
reflected in fields such as traditional storytelling and the visual arts. This work
has combined the story of Hamzeh, the uncle of the Prophet Mohammad
(peace be upon him), with a wide range of fictions, epic stories, and elements
derived from Iranian, Indian, and other cultures. There are different opinions
about the origins of the main character of the story. Safa has originally
identified the character of the Hamzeh-nameh as Hamzeh Ibn Abdollah
Khareji, known as Hamzeh Azarak. He has believed that his heroic stories
have been combined with the story of Hamzeh, the uncle of the Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him); however, new research has not completely
validated this point of view due to the time, location, and narrative differences,
and he has also introduced him as the main character of the story.

The Hamzeh-nameh holds not only folklore and Islamic elements but also
embraces clear bonds with the epic heritage of Iran. The fact that the story
begins with Anoushiravan and Bozorgmehr, the occurrence of several Iranian
and Shahnameh figures, the use of verses in the meter, and the resemblance of
numerous stories to narratives found in the Shahnameh all support the
likelihood that the Shah-nameh served as a key model for the creators of the
Hamzeh-nameh. Consequently, the present study practices an intertextual
approach to scrutinize the nature of this effect.

Review of Literature

Several studies and research have been carried out about the bond between the
Hamzeh-nameh and the Shahnameh. Among the most noteworthy of these is
the article Hamzeh versus Rostam: A Comparison of Hamzeh-nameh and
Shahnameh" (Yamamoto, 2023), which analyzes the similarities and
differences between Hamzeh and Rostam. Moreover, the study "An
Examination into the Effect of Two Versions of Hamzeh-nameh on Heroic
Epic Texts" (Otuni & Otuni, 2025) discovers features of the relationship
between the Hamzeh-nameh, the Shahnameh, and other heroic texts. Other
studies have examined the inspiration of the stories of Bahram Chubineh, the
Sirat Antara, the Eskandar-nameh, and other epic and folk works on the
Hamzeh-nameh. Some researchers have also observed Hamzeh as an Arab
counterpart to Rostam (Khoddami Afshari et al., 2019) or have emphasized



[¥e iy s W Jouls Jolo

similarities between the two—such as Hamzeh's endurance upon the death of
his son. Nonetheless, previous research has primarily focused on a single
character, a specific story, or the general influence of epic texts on the
Hamzeh-nameh. The current study differs in that it thoroughly traces the
influence of the Shahnameh on the Hamzeh-nameh by inspecting a variety of
names, verses, characters, and plots.

Methodology

This research has been done based on an analytical-descriptive method with
an intertextual approach. Among the various studies on the stories of Hamzeh,
the Hamzeh-nameh, or the story of Amiralmomenin Hamzeh, edited by Jafar
Shoar and published in 1983, has been regarded as the main text of this
research because it indicates more clearly the instances of modeling from the
Shahnameh compared to other narrations. The text of the Hamzeh-nameh has
been examined, and its similarities with the Shahnameh have been mulled over
in three main fields, including names and characters of the Shahnameh, verses
and poetic elements, and similar stories and plots. In the analysis of the stories,
the extent of the similarity of narrative elements, characters, situations, and
the structure of events with the narrations of the Shahnameh has been
contemplated.

Findings

The findings of this research indicate that the modeling of the Hamzeh-nameh
on the Shahnameh has been done on several levels. The first level includes the
names and characters of the Shahnameh. The names shared by both the
Shahnameh and the Hamzeh-nameh are Anoushiravan, Bozorgmehr, Ghobad,
Bizhan, Tous, Jamshid, Siavash, Fariborz, Gharoun, Kious, Lohrasp, and
Houman. Some of these names have been used only to name the characters.
However, in some cases, characters with similar names in the Hamzeh-nameh
have the same characteristics as those in the Shahnameh. Rostam Piltan, the
son of Hamzeh, is a prominent example whose name, heroic position, and life
events remind the reader of the character of Rostam in the Shahnameh. "The
white demon" in the Hamzeh-nameh emerges with the same name and features
as the one in the Shahnameh. Nevertheless, he is finally killed by Hamzeh,
which reveals the superiority of Hamzeh over Rostam. The presence of two
Simorghs, Zoroaster, Rostam Dastan, Sam, Garshasb, and other characters
and names of ancient Iran strengthens this bond.
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The second level concerns the application of names, attributes, and Iranian
epic tools. Interpretations such as "guard against demon," "Jahangir," and "the
generation of Kian," as well as elements and objects such as the flag of Kavian,
Sam's mace, Garshasb's shield, Persepolis, and the dragon configuration sign,
all strengthen the Shahnameh environment of the story.

The third level includes the verses in the Motaqgareb meter in the Hamzeh-
nameh. There are fifty-three verses in different parts, found on page seventy-
nine. Among them, there are nineteen verses in the Motaqareb meter,
composed mostly by Ferdowsi or attributed to him, repeated on page twenty-
nine. The frequency of these verses and their dispersion throughout the whole
text demonstrates the profound consideration of the creators of the Hamzeh-
nameh for heroic poetry, specifically the Shahnameh.

The most significant part of this modeling is the similarity of the stories of the
Hamzeh-nameh to those of the Shahnameh. In the story of Anoushiravan and
Bozorgmehr, Bozorgmehr interprets the dream of Ghobad and is finally
blinded by the decree of Anoushiravan, which resembles the narration of the
Shahnameh. Among the kings of the Shahnameh, the Hamzeh-nameh has
mostly modeled itself after the position of Kavous. The stories of Soudabeh
and Kavous and Soudabeh and Siavash recreate the narrations of Hamzeh's
relations with the women and girls. Furthermore, the enslavement of Kavous
in Hamavaran looks like that of Hamzeh and his companions in Egypt. In
some cases, the freedom of Anoushiravan reminds one of how Kavous begs
to get free from Rostam.

The most significant narrative model is the story of Rostam and Sohrab. In
some cases, Hamzeh fights with his own children and precedents without
knowing one another. In contrast to the story of Rostam and Sohrab, these
battles mainly end up with recognition and the bond between father and son.
The repetition of this model in the story of Omar Ibn Hamzeh, Rostam Piltan,
and other children and precedents of Hamzeh shows that the battle between
son and father has been changed into a repetitive modeling in the Hamzeh-
nameh. Even in the text, other characters are expected to have such battles.

Another part of the modeling is concerned with the Haft Khan (known as the
most difficult obstacles) of Rostam and Esfandyar. From a narrative-structural
point of view, Hamzeh is confronted with dens, wells, and seas, just like the
heroes of the Shahnameh passing through the Khans. The story of Hamzeh in
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the nest of the Simorgh almost directly recalls the story of Zal in the nest of
the Simorgh. Moreover, the conversation between Hamzeh and Arenish,
occurring amid the mountain and the sea, resembles the story of Rostam and
the Demon Akwan. In addition, the Hamzeh-nameh shares several similarities
with the stories of Bizhan and Manizheh, the invulnerability to fire, the
invulnerability of Esfandyar, Rostam and Esfandyar, the journeys of Rostam,
Homay and her child, and bringing Homay from Alborz. Some of these
elements might have traces in folklore literature and heroic stories. Hence, any
similarity cannot be considered the absolute reason for modeling. However,
the multiplicity, variety, and high frequency of these similarities, together with
the presence of names and verses from the Shahnameh, provide a set of
validating evidence indicating that the creators of the Hamzeh-nameh directly
engaged with the Shahnameh.

Conclusion

Analyzing the evidence indicates that the Shahnameh has been one of the main
models for the creators of the Hamzeh-nameh. This receptivity can be clearly
discerned on three main levels, including the verses in the Motagareb meter,
the names and characters of the Shahnameh, and similar stories and plots. In
many instances, the Hamzeh-nameh recreates the stories of the Shahnameh in
a parodic manner; that is, Hamzeh is confronted with similar situations.
However, it ends up with the superiority of Hamzeh over the heroes of the
Shahnameh. Therefore, the main aim is not to imitate the stories of the
Shahnameh, but rather to renovate its heroic prototype in the form of the
character of Hamzeh. This stands against the glorification of Hamzeh and his
companions.

In this process, the Iranian heroic elements are combined with Islamic insights
and folklore narration. The humiliation of one of the Iranian characters and
groups is counted as a part of this process, standing against the glorification
of Hamzeh and his companions.

Nevertheless, some of the similarities between Hamzeh-nameh and Shah-
nameh are rooted in shared folk literature and heroic traditions. The overall
evidence mainly the reappearance of specific narrative outlines, the presence
of characters and names from the Shah-nameh, the use of verses attributed to
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Ferdowsi, and the recreation of several well-known Shahnameh stories
indicates that the Shah-nameh played an essential role in the creation and
development of many stories within this version of the Hamzeh-nameh. From
this viewpoint, the Hamzeh-nameh can be viewed as a distinguished instance
of the recreation and satirizing of the Shah-nameh inheritance within a popular
epic-religious narrative—a narrative that employs the heroic prototypes of the
Shah-nameh and, by overstressing Hamzeh's capabilities, uses them to assert
the superiority of the new hero.
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