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Abstract

This article analyzes and examines the humor techniques employed by
"Najaf Daryabandari" in his book, "Chenin Konand Bozorgan". Written
in a narrative prose style, the book introduces notable historical figures
and critiques their lives and behaviors through a humorous lens. The
humor found in the book was analyzed using the General Theory of
Verbal Humor, which consists of six knowledge resources: Script
Opposition, Logical Mechanism, Target, Situation, Narrative Strategy,
and Language. This research focused on three of these resources: Script
Opposition, Logical Mechanism, and Target. The main question was:
based on this theory, what techniques did Daryabandari use to create
humor? The findings show that out of 74 instances of humor, all but
three lacked a specific target. Additionally, the analysis of the twelve
logical mechanisms wused revealed that Meta-Humor, Misleading
Interpretation, and Concurrence were the most frequently employed.
The findings of this study indicate that the General Theory of Verbal
Humor (GTVH) is a suitable framework for examining and analyzing the
techniques of creating humor in Persian texts.

Keywords: Humor, General Theory of Verbal Humor (GTVH), Chenin
Konand Bozorgan, Najaf Daryabandari, Attardo, Will Cuppy



Introduction

Humor and satire have long served as important literary and
communicative means through which writers expose social
contradictions, criticize inappropriate behaviors, challenge established
assumptions, and question dominant representations of individuals and
historical events. Unlike humor whose primary purpose is entertainment,
satire combines laughter with criticism, reflection, and a communicative
message. Through incongruity, unexpected interpretations, exaggeration,
and ironic juxtapositions, satirical texts encourage readers to reconsider
phenomena that may otherwise appear natural or unquestionable.
Therefore, examining the mechanisms through which humor is
produced is important for understanding both the generation of laughter
and the critical dimensions of humorous discourse.

One influential framework for analyzing verbal humor is the General
Theory of Verbal Humor (GTVH), developed by Salvatore Attardo and
Victor Raskin. The theory analyzes humorous texts through six
knowledge resources: Script Opposition, Logical Mechanism, Target,
Situation, Narrative Strategy, and Language. Script Opposition identifies
conflicting conceptual frames; Logical Mechanism explains how the
opposition is established and manipulated; Target identifies the person,
group, or phenomenon subjected to humorous treatment; Situation
refers to the contextual circumstances; Narrative Strategy concerns the
form or genre; and Language refers to the linguistic realization of humor.
This framework makes it possible to move beyond identifying a text as
humorous and examine the specific techniques through which humor is
constructed.

The present study applies the GTVH to Chenin Konand Bozorgan, a
humorous historical work by Will Cuppy translated into Persian by Najaf
Daryabandari. The book presents the lives and characteristics of
prominent historical figures such as Khufu, Pericles, Alexander the
Great, Hannibal, Cleopatra, Nero, Attila, Christopher Columbus,
Lucretzia Borgia, Frederick the Great, Catherine the Great, Peter the
Great, Charlemagne, and Savonarola. Although Daryabandari is the
translator rather than the original author, his colloquial prose, adaptation



of jokes to Persian cultural contexts, and critical treatment of historical
figures have contributed to the work’s distinctive reception in Persian.
The study therefore focuses on the techniques through which humor is
constructed in the Persian version.

The main research question is: What techniques does Daryabandari
employ to create humor in Chenin Konand Bozorgan according to the
GTVH? The study particularly examines Script Opposition, Logical
Mechanism, and Target, while also identifying the general characteristics
of Situation, Narrative Strategy, and Language.

Literature Review

Previous studies have demonstrated the applicability of the GTVH to
Persian literary and media texts. Sharifi and Keramati Yazdi (2009),
examining 260 humorous texts from seven Iranian satirical magazines,
found that Script Opposition and Logical Mechanism were important in
Persian satirical prose. Jaberi Ardekani and Hosseini (2015) reported
frequent opposition between knowledge and ignorance in twenty short
stories by Akbar Sahraei, while Farhangi and Jafari (2018) emphasized
Script Opposition and Logical Mechanism in Akbar Eksir’s poetry.
Mozaffari and Firoozi (2019) and Firoozi and Mozaffari (2020) examined
humor in relation to social identity and satire, identifying oppositions
such as tradition/modernity and appearance/reality. Tavoli et al. (2022),
analyzing 400 Persian jokes from social networks, identified recurrent
patterns in their formation. Nowrouzi, Abghari, and Ghoreishi (2023)
found Script Opposition, Logical Mechanism, and Language among the
important resources in the animation Dirin Dirin. Arab Yousafabadi
(2025) also identified oppositions such as real/unreal and
expected/unexpected in Al-Bukhala by Al-Jahiz, alongside mechanisms
including displacement, reversal, juxtaposition, and reasoning.

Despite these studies, no research identified in the present study has
examined Chenin Konand Bozorgan through an established theory of
humor. This gap is significant because the work combines historical
narrative, colloquial language, critical reinterpretation of historical
figures, and culturally adapted translation. The present research therefore



secks to provide a systematic analysis of its humorous techniques
through the GTVH.

Methodology

The research is qualitative and uses a descriptive-analytical method. It
can be considered fundamental-applied because it contributes to the
theoretical understanding of humor while applying the GTVH to a
specific literary text. Data were collected through library and
documentary research. Chenin Konand Bozorgan was purposively
selected, and the text was carefully read to identify humorous instances.

The analytical framework was based on Attardo’s formulation of the
GTVH. Although all six knowledge resources were considered, detailed
analysis concentrated on Script Opposition, Logical Mechanism, and
Target because Situation, Narrative Strategy, and Language showed
relatively limited variation. Narrative Strategy is predominantly historical
prose, with only a limited number of short dialogues in the final section.
Language generally operates at two levels, formal and humorous, while
Situation is mainly connected to the geographical and historical contexts
of the characters or the broader textual context.

A total of 74 humotrous instances were extracted. Each was examined in
terms of Script Opposition, Logical Mechanism, and Target. The analysis
of Logical Mechanism employed mechanisms identified within the
GTVH, including comparison, meta-humor, inference, exaggeration,
field restriction, concurrence, false analogy, verbal humor, reasoning
from false premises, juxtaposition, ignoring the obvious, and role
reversal. Because the opposition between historians’ views and the
narrator’s views recurs throughout the text, it was treated as a stable
structural feature rather than repeatedly restated. Twelve representative
examples, each illustrating a different logical mechanism, were analyzed
in detail.

Findings

The analysis demonstrates that Script Opposition is present throughout
the 74 humorous instances. A recurring structural opposition exists



between conventional or historically established interpretations and the
narrator’s alternative humorous interpretations. The humorous effect
frequently emerges when the reader’s initial script, based on
conventional historical knowledge, encounters a second script that
contradicts, restricts, reverses, or undermines it. Through this strategy,
celebrated historical figures and events are reconsidered from

unexpected perspectives.

The study identifies twelve types of Logical Mechanism. Meta-Humor,
Inference, and Concurrence are the most frequent, occurring in 26, 16,
and 10 instances respectively. Other mechanisms include Comparison,
False Analogy, Verbal Humor, Reasoning from False Premises,
Juxtaposition, Exaggeration, Ignoring the Obvious, Field Restriction,
and Role Reversal. Their variety indicates that humor is not produced
through one repetitive technique; rather, different forms of logical
manipulation establish relationships between conflicting scripts.

The examples demonstrate this diversity. In the discussion of Khufu and
the pyramids, exaggeration reinterprets the pyramid as “the greatest
architectural mistake in history.” Field Restriction reduces the conceptual
grandeur of the monument by referring to a passage used by thieves.
False Analogy humorously represents the exploitation of Egyptian
peasants as a form of benefit or entertainment. Verbal Humor is
produced through the phonetic juxtaposition of haram and harem. In the
treatment of Alexander the Great, Ignoring the Obvious undermines his
conventional heroic representation by emphasizing the large number of
people he killed. Juxtaposition similarly creates humor by placing
Antony’s ambition to conquer Asia beside an apparently ineffective
physical posture.

Concurrence is illustrated by Frederick the Great’s giant soldiers: their
size is simultaneously presented as an advantage because they can see
enemies from farther away and a disadvantage because enemies can see
them more easily. Meta-Humor appears in the description of Peter the
Great’s alleged “reform” of the Moscow guard, where the expected
positive meaning of reform is contradicted by violent punishment. Role



Reversal occurs when Peter’s teacher later becomes a court jester,
reversing the expected social relationship between teacher and pupil.

Target analysis shows that most humorous instances have a discernible
target. Only three of the 74 instances lack a specific target. In the
remaining cases, historical figures, their actions, decisions, reputations, or
consequences are subjected to humorous treatment. Targets include
Khufu, the architects of the Egyptian pyramids, Alexander the Great,
Antony, Nero, Frederick the Great, Peter the Great, Savonarola, and
other historical figures. In some cases, however, humor extends beyond
individuals to broader assumptions, historical representations, and social
attitudes.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that the GTVH provides a useful framework for
identifying and describing the mechanisms through which humor is
constructed in Chenin Konand Bozorgan. The analysis of 74 humorous
instances demonstrates that Script Opposition functions as a
fundamental structural component, while Logical Mechanisms provide
different means of connecting and manipulating opposing scripts. The
recurrent opposition between conventional historical interpretations and
the narrator’s alternative perspective transforms familiar historical
information into unexpected and humorous interpretations.

The study also shows that humor is closely connected to the
reinterpretation of historical greatness. Figures traditionally represented
through power, heroism, intelligence, leadership, or greatness are
repeatedly presented through contradictions, failures, absurd behaviors,
and unintended consequences. Humor therefore contributes not only to
entertainment but also to a critical reconsideration of conventional
historical narratives. Daryabandari’s colloquial and culturally adapted
translation style strengthens this effect by placing historical figures and
events within a more familiar linguistic and cultural environment for
Persian-speaking readers.



Finally, the humorous techniques are diverse but organized around a
relatively stable rhetorical structure. Meta-Humor, Inference, and
Concurrence occur most frequently, while most humorous instances
contain a recognizable Target. The interaction of Script Opposition and
Logical Mechanism enables the narrator to challenge established
interpretations without abandoning the historical framework. Familiar
historical knowledge establishes the initial script, while unexpected
reinterpretation disrupts it and generates humor. The study thus
confirms the usefulness of the GTVH for analyzing Persian humorous
texts and contributes to the study of humorous techniques in Chenin
Konand Bozorgan and Daryabandari’s distinctive translation style.
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