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Abstarct

Sa’di is committed to moral virtues and duties in his ethical instructions,
there are occasionally recommendations in his works that, at first glance,
seem to conflict with moral or religious duties. A closer reflection shows
that what appears to be a violation of moral norms is, in reality, a case of
conflict between two moral judgments, in which Sa’di prefers the one with
the greater benefits or the lesser harm. Sa’di fundamentally emphasizes
outcomes and consequences when interpreting moral teachings and
specifying the conditions for moral obligations. Therefore, among
normative ethical theories, his view is predominantly consequentialist.
This paper, employing a descriptive-analytic method, explains Sa’di’s view
on the conditions for moral obligations and his consequentialist solution
in cases where moral judgments conflict. The result is that his view prefers
the action which brings the greatest benefit to the greatest number or the
least harm to the fewest. In this regard, Sa’di’s view is broadly closer to
universal consequentialism (utilitarianism or collective welfare), although
in some cases his recommendations may align with altruism. At times,
Sa’di’s view may reflect egoism or consideration for the individual's own
interest, making its interpretation as universal or altruistic difficult;
however, in all or most cases, his recommendations are not absolute but
context-dependent, taking into account moral duties related to preserving
life, health, or well-being, and should not be considered immoral
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Contradiction, Consequentialism

Detailed abstract

Sa‘di is one of the most eminent and influential Iranian poets, possessing
complete mastery over all forms of eloquence. In his view, poetry is a
means for expressing and promoting human and moral virtues. His works,
even in romantic lyric poetry, are rich with ethical instruction. There is no
doubt about Sa‘di’s moral commitment; however, what has made the
present article necessary is the apparent conflict between his teachings and
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moral norms in certain specific cases — cases in which Sa‘di sometimes
issues judgments that contradict moral rules derived from religious law or
recognized by common social norms, or cases in which his own ethical
recommendations appear to conflict with one another.

The main question of this study is whether these contradictions in
Sa‘di’s works are logically defensible. If so, which ethical theoties or
schools of thought do his moral teachings most closely resemble, and
when two moral principles come into conflict, what criterion does he
propose for preferring one over the other? This research has been
conducted using a descriptive—analytical method and is based on library
sources.

Background / Literature Review
With regard to previous studies, the following works are noteworthy:

Bazvand, Ghorban; Zolfaghari, Mohsen; Mousavi, Zahra (2014),
Thesis: A Critique of the Didactic Thought in Sa‘di’s Bustan and Golestan.

Khalesi, Mohammad Reza (2013), Article: A Comparative Study of
Ethics from the Perspectives of Kant and Sa“di.

Khalaji, Zahra; Shadaram, Alireza; Shah Hosseini, Roudabeh (2024),
Thesis: An Examination of Moral Obligations and Prohibitions in Sa‘di’s
Bustan and Golestan.

Shadigoo et al. (2020), Article: Components of Relative or Absolute
Ethics in Sa‘di’s Works.

Ghalian Askari & Mosta‘ali Parsa (2021), Article: The Views of Iranian
Sa‘di Scholars on Social Rights and Norms Emphasized by Sa‘di.

Research Methodology

The methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical. First, through a
comprehensive study of Saadi's works, instances that appear to be in
conflict with ethical principles are extracted. Subsequently, these instances
are analyzed and evaluated based on the consequentialist theory within
various schools of ethics.

Conclusion

Sa‘di’s recommendations regarding severing family ties, refraining from
enjoining good and forbidding evil, speaking contrary to factual truth,
fleeing from the battlefield, and remaining silent in the face of the king’s
entourage’s betrayal are among the cases that, although they may appear
at first glance to contradict religious or moral norms, should in fact be
regarded as instances of conflicting moral obligations. Normative ethical
theories offer different solutions to such conflicts. Deontologists believe
in the intrinsic priority of certain moral duties over others, whereas
consequentialists argue that in cases of moral conflict one must calculate



and compare the outcomes of the competing actions and choose the one
that produces the greatest benefit for the greatest number or the least
harm for the fewest.

Based on the present analysis, Sa“di, insofar as he generally pays greater
attention to the consequences of actions, likewise adopts a
consequentialist approach in resolving moral conflicts and considers the
evaluation and comparison of outcomes as the criterion of preference.

Another important point in addressing the central question of this
study is that consequentialism itself has several forms, including egoism,
altruism, and universalism. The analyses of this article conclude that
Sa‘di’s works primarily emphasize universalism. He regards all human
beings as members of a single body and maintains that when two moral
principles conflict, one must evaluate their benefits and harms for all
individuals.

Nevertheless, some recommendations in Sa‘di’s works reflect altruism,
particularly in the domains of love, self-sacrifice, and preferring others
over oneself. There are also instances that appear egoistic and in tension
with universalism. However, the findings of this study indicate that such
cases do not represent unconditional egoism; rather, the evidence suggests
that a human life or physical well-being is at risk, and the moral principle
of preserving life is thetefore given priotity. From Sa‘di’s perspective,
human life possesses the highest moral value and its preservation takes
precedence. Accordingly, what may initially appear to be advice contrary
to moral norms is, upon closer examination, an application of an ethical
principle that places the preservation of human life above all else.
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