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Memoirs are among the most captivating genres of Sacred Defense
literature, and due to structural changes, they have also evolved in
terms of content. The recounting of daily memories or even the
recording of events is considered a type of narrative. From the eatly
years of the Islamic Revolution to the present day, memoir writing
has had a broad scope among women. Accordingly, the author
seeks to examine the memoir Beside the Khein River as one of these
women’s memoirs. According to the findings of this study, in Beside
the Kbhein River, events and occutrences are expressed from a
woman's perspective, in a feminine voice, and with a feminine spirit.
Therefore, it can be considered a feminine narrative of the war—
one that breaks the uniform masculine narrative of war and creates
a different kind of text about the war. The necessity of paying
attention to this work, as one of the war memoirs that helps shape
the most important and influential historical periods of Iran, led the
author to this topic. To this end, the author aims to use a
descriptive-analytical method to understand this memoir and,
however modestly, to create a new trend in contemporary Iranian
literary research by studying and analyzing the structure and content
of Beside the Khein River.
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tucture and Content of Beside the Khein River ...

Introduction

Peter Burke (1984) states: “Our lives are endlessly intertwined with narrative. With the stories
we tell—stories that are all re-elaborated in the story of our own lives that we tell ourselves—
we are immersed in narrative” (as cited in Asaberger, 2001, p. 15). Despite the constructive
role of women in the Sacred Defense, the creation or collection of theit memoirs remains
very scarce and limited. Among these, memoirs that record life events chronologically—such
as Beside the Khein River—gain double importance. This is especially true because its author,
Fereshteh Samavat, comes from the middle class of society and is the mother of a martyr
who, like her peers, witnessed many hardships during the war. In addition to losing her child,
she has also lost other loved ones and is intimately familiar with their pains and sufferings.

Literature Review

In the branch of Sacred Defense fictional literature, researchers have sometimes examined
structural elements; however, these literary studies have been neglected in the branch of
memoir writing. Nevertheless, the following cases can be mentioned: Shirshahi (2022), in the
article “Analysis of the Structure and Content of the Novel I the Flames of Water,” concluded
that this work has many capabilities; Mihaniyan (2015), in “A Study of Description in Sacred
Defense Memoirs,” addressed only a few memoirs from that perspective and compared them;
and Borji Khani (2010), in “A Comparison of the Books Da and A Girl from Iran,” attempted
to examine these two works in terms of story elements and feminine writing components.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on written and
electronic sources and documents, and seeks to answer the following question: What are the
characteristics of the memoir Beside the Khein River in terms of content and structure?

Findings

Beside the Khein Riveris one of the works published in the field of women's memoir writing
about the imposed war (the Iran—Iraq War). It is written with a new approach, combining
elements of fiction with memoir and incorporating components of a feminine style. The use
of most narrative elements—such as theme, characterization, point of view, atmosphere, tone,
and structure—along with their appropriate application (including atmosphere, description,
and scene), has greatly helped convey the message. However, the narrative of war still requires

further discovery and a more suitable structure to expand its impact.

In Beside the Khein River, there is a foundation for the intellectual and spiritual growth and
development of individuals. The actions of some characters in this work are believable and
consistent with its atmosphere. The main feature of the book is the combination of fictional
narrative with a memoir approach. In general, the narrator has beautifully expressed her
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memories. In the section where Mehrdad goes to the front and does not return—which forms
the main part of the book and has taken on a fictional aspect—more narrative elements have
been used. In the subsequent parts, the style is mostly chronicle and news reporting; the
narrator reports events in a newspaper-like manner. Thus, three types of literary genres—
memoir, fiction, and chronicle—are present in the book.

Conclusion

Beside the Khein Riveris the biography of Martyr Mehrdad Sistani, written by Fereshteh
Samavat. However, since the narrative emphasizes war events and other topics are treated as
marginal, the work has become more similar to a memoir. In this work, in addition to a
memoir-like narrative, historical and fictional narratives have also been employed. The author
has tried to ensure that, while remaining readable, the narrative does not sacrifice fictional
elements.

The structural analysis includes: (1) style and writing method, comprising four levels
(linguistic, intellectual, literary, and feminine style); and (2) structure and plot, including plot,
setting, narration, characterization, time, and tone of the work. The intellectual style refers to
the analysis of social, cultural, political, economic, and religious content, which will be
addressed throughout the research.

What has been most contemplated as the authot's style in Beside the Khein Riveris the
attention to detail—especially descriptions related to people, places, events, spaces, and
scenes. In this study, the work is examined stylistically at three levels (linguistic, intellectual,
and literary), as well as in terms of feminine writing style.

1'This work is based upon research funded by Iran National Science Foundation (INSF) under project
No.4023547.
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1, Structure
2, Plot
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1. Staging.
2, Narrative.
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1. tone
2, Personification.
3. Content analysis.
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