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Tarikh-i Jahangushay by Juwayni is a work written in the form of technical
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addition to recounting history, he also expresses the emotions and feelings
surrounding the events and persons mentioned in the text. In fact, the
depiction of destruction, killing, crimes, and social disorder is imbued with
anger, hatred, and grief that prompt him to react to events or individuals.
These reactions emerge in various lyrical forms such as lamentation, elegy,
satite, or panegyric, and they provide a groundwork for the author—
through the use of descriptive elements—to pour out his emotions and to
give voice to his poetic sensibilities. Regarding this issue, the present article
attempts, by citing vatious textual evidence, to describe the different lyrical
forms in this work, to analyze and study each of these forms, and to address
the authot’s emotional reactions to people, places, and phenomena—
especially the unfortunate and criminal events.
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Features of Lyric Literature in Juwayni’s 7atikh

Introduction

Persian prose in the sixth and seventh centuries AH was heavily influenced by rhetorical
ornaments and poetic imagery, and even historical writing often bore a poetic texture (Khatibi,
1996, p. 251). Within this literary climate, Juwayni, as a historian, goes beyond factual
reporting and reflects his personal and collective emotions within the historical framework.
Thus, Tarikh-i Jahangushay transcends the boundaries of a mere chronicle and becomes an

artistic text imbued with lyrical expression.

Although Juwayni is considered a reporter of history who is expected to devote all his efforts
to recording it correctly and accurately, under the influence of the stylistic conventions of his
period, he has incorporated many poetic aims and meanings—especially lyrical genres—into
his work and has reacted to the events and incidents he narrates. These reactions have
emerged in the form of praise, satire, or lamentation, providing a medium for expressing the
authot's feelings and emotions. Considering the role that lyrical manifestations play in better
understanding the author and his circumstances when facing various events, incidents, and
people, the present study seeks to examine and analyze the various lyrical gentes in Tarikh-i
Jabangushay from the perspective of literary genre theory. These gentes include description,
complaint, praise, satire, and lamentation. By providing examples of each of these forms, this
article aims to demonstrate the place of lyrical elements in the work and to explain the
manifestation of lyric literature within it.

Literature Review

Previous studies have addressed only limited aspects of Juwayni's prose. For instance, Saboud
(2011) examined descriptive techniques in Tarikh-i Jahangushay, while Sparham and Soleimani
(2015) focused on humor and satire in the same work. However, no comprehensive
investigation of the full range of lyrical genres in Tarikh-i Jahangushay has yet been undertaken.
The present article aims to fill this gap by conducting an analysis grounded in the theory of
literary genres.

Method

The research follows a qualitative-analytical approach. First, relevant examples of lyrical
genres were extracted and classified from the text of Tarikh-i Jahangushay. Then, they were
analyzed within the framework of genre theory, with an emphasis on content and stylistic

analysis.

Findings

The results indicate that description is the most frequent lyrical element in the book, covering
characters, battles, massacres, cities, and even the imagery of day and night. Panegyric—
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especially of Mongol rulers and occasionally of Iranian figures such as Jalal al-Din
Khwarazmshah—also appears frequently. Conversely, complaints and elegies reflect the
author's grief, despair, and anger at the destruction brought by the Mongols. Satire emerges
sharply in passages concerning individuals or groups that Juwayni despised, such as Kiichlig
Khan or the Ismailis (Sparham & Soleimani, 2015). In addition, Juwayni occasionally engages

in self-praise, emphasizing the truthfulness and permanence of his own work.

Conclusion

Tarikh-i Jabangushay occupies a unique position between historiography and lyric literature.
Juwayni's emotional responses to violent and tragic events elevate the work beyond a simple
chronicle, endowing it with a literary identity. The analysis of lyrical elements in this text
demonstrates that even amid catastrophic historical circumstances, Persian literature retained

its power of emotion and imagination, thereby reflecting the spirit of its age.

Although Juwayni himself holds a high position in the Mongol government and feels
a sense of belonging and loyalty toward the Mongol khans, he cannot hide his feelings,
emotions, and sorrow—combined with anger and hatred—when confronted with the terrible
crimes and events that the Mongols inflicted on Iran, especially the Khorasan region. These
emotions are expressed both through his choice of language and through the rhetorical images
and descriptions he presents. They also emerge in various poetic forms that are directly related
to the element of emotion.
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