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ABSTRACT

Hooshang Golshiti is among those fiction writers who seek a profound
and meaningful connection between structure and content in their
stories. In the present study, the author—after reviewing existing
theories on narrative openings—aims to employ a content analysis
approach based on Funk's theoty, with some modifications to the
original model, in order to investigate the opening and closing
techniques in Golshiri's three short story collections: Namazkhaneh-ye
Kuchak-¢ man My Little Prayer Room), Baraye Hamisheh (Forever),
and Jobbe-khaneh (Cloakroom). The findings reveal that in composite
openings (45%), unpredictable and ambiguous elements—such as
symbolization, mystery, and ambiguity—play a prominent role in
shaping the openings. As this natrative uncertainty continues, it often
leads to the depiction of character disintegration. Consequently,
characterization in the openings (30%) takes second place.
Furthermore, the opening sentences maintain a strong semantic
relationship with the middle and ending parts of the stories, offering
readers critical cues about secondary meanings and story elements.
Regarding the techniques used to close the opening section, the most
frequent methods include elaboration on events or incidents (50%) and
drawing the protagonist’s attention to a particular object or idea (30%).
These techniques ate applied to maintain cohesion and continuity
between the opening and the middle sections of the natrative.
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Introduction

The structure of most narratives—whether simple or complex, open or closed—comprises
three sections: the threshold, the middle, and the end. The threshold is the entry point that
facilitates the readet's immersion into the unique and fictional world of the narrative. This
threshold encompasses a variety of intertextual (and possibly intratextual) elements, including
cover design, preface, title, and openings. The present study focuses specifically on one of the
most significant components of the story’s threshold, namely the openings, which have a

more active and influential role in the elaboration and expansion of the story’s meaning.

The term “opening” in a short story refers to the narrative entry through which the
reader passes to enter the main body of the text. This section is an indispensable element of
the story, especially given the inherent brevity of the short story genre, where word usage
should be economical and efficient. In other words, the maximum amount of meaning should
be conveyed to the reader with the fewest possible words. Accordingly, plotting the opening
is considerably more challenging and time-consuming than designing other parts of the
natrrative—a point consistently underscored by numerous famous authors such as Marquez,

Borges, Camus, Zola, Faulkner, and others.

Authors utilize openings for a variety of purposes and with different degrees of
emphasis. Nonetheless, the significant functions of openings include creating interest in the
reader to continue the narrative, initiating the sequence of events to design the plot, showing
the overall tone and rhythm of the story, introducing the protagonist alongside secondary
characters, and informing the reader of the story's environment. Based on these diverse
functions, the mechanisms and modes of beginning a short story may vary significantly—
examples include scene-setting, characterization, atmospheric description, dialogue,
symbolization, and flashback. Consequently, an analysis of the details within the opening of
a short story can yield significant insights into the secondary meanings embedded in the
narrative, thereby enabling readers to engage enthusiastically with the rest of the story and
comprehend its deeper meanings.

This study secks to answer the following research questions: What are the
mechanisms employed in the openings of Hooshang Golshiri's short stories? What are the
techniques used to close the opening sections of his short stories? Through which narrative
techniques are the opening lines integrated with the middle sections of the stories? And to
what extent do the sentences in the opening lines guide the reader toward the story's content
and motivate them to continue reading?

Literature Review

Concerning the historical background of story openings, aside from the remarks of Plato and
Aristotle, Tor Johnson, in his book “Introductions to Latin Prose Literature” (1964), classifies
the mechanisms of openings in antiquity into four categories: the introduction, the preface,
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the incipit, and the virtual preface. Gérard Genette, in his book Thresholds (1987), adopts a
context-based approach to elaborate the theoretical foundations of paratextuality. Similatly,
Vincent Jouveau, in Poetics of the Novel (2015), engages in a thorough analysis of paratextual
elements and narrative openings. Concerning the historical attention to the threshold of
discourse in the Persian language and literature, the old concept of Bra‘at-e Estehlaal
(thetorical flourish at the beginning), and the old tradition of storytelling—extending at least
five thousand years (Ebrahimi, 2017, p. 11)—suggest that renowned Persian writers and poets
such as Ferdowsi, Abolfazl Beyhaqji, Saadi, and others have consistently emphasized on the
significance of the opening of a narrative. Ahmad Okhovat, in The Grammar of Storytelling
(1992), dedicates an entire chapter to an in-depth discussion on the structure and function of
narrative openings and closings. Likewise, Hossein Payandeh, in Opening the Novel (2014),
offers a comprehensive and insightful examination of the openings of various novels.
Furthermore, a considerable body of scholarly works including theses and atticles have been
written on the subject of narrative openings. Among them are: “Characteristics and Strategies
in Writing Short Stories” (Dadvar, 2004), “At the Threshold of the Text” (Ghavimi, 2000),
“The Art of Opening in Saadi’s Anecdotes and Western Short Stories” (Nowruzian et al.,
2006), “Narrative Beginnings and Endings in One Thousand and One Nights” (Sarfi &
Hosseini Sarvari, 2009), “An Analysis of the Structural Mechanisms of Beginnings in Persian
Short Stories” (Nourbakhsh Rezaei, 2016). However, none of these studies has presented a
clear, systematic, and referable framework for defining the boundaries for the openings in
Persian short stories. Most of these works emphasize the importance and complexity of
narrative openings without offering a precise typology. Moreover, the openings of three
collections of short stories by Hooshang Golshiri have not been analyzed in terms of sentence
signification, structural boundaries, or the narrative techniques of the openings and the
closings.

Method

In the present study, employing content analysis and drawing upon library resources and
note-taking techniques, an initial concise analysis of various theoretical approaches has been
conducted to define the boundaries of a story's opening. This began with a review of diverse
theoretical perspectives in the field of narrative openings. Subsequently, based on Robert
Funk's theory (1988)—with a conditional modification thereof—the boundaties of the
openings, as well as the narrative techniques used at the beginning and end of the openings,
have been examined in three short story collections by Hooshang Golshiri: Namazkhaneh-ye
kuchek-¢ man My Little Prayer Room), Baraye hamisheh (Forever), and Jobbe-khaneh (The
Cloakroom). For the sake of brevity, this analysis focuses exclusively on identifying the
strengths, weaknesses, and degree of semantic significance of the opening elements in the
collection Jobbe-khaneh (The Cloakroom). Moreover, given Golshiri’s political approach in this

collection, the study also incorporates historical, political, and socio-cultural analyses to
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provide the reader with a clearer understanding of the dominant discourses within the stories

and how these discourses influence the narrative elements.

Conclusion

Based on the analyses presented, it can be concluded that the openings in Hooshang Golshiti's
short stories exhibit a strong degree of signification and maintain multilayered connections
with the middle and final sentences of the narratives. From the very outset, readers are
provided with crucial cues regarding underlying meanings as well as key narrative elements
and structures. Consequently, no separation between form and content is observed in his
stories. A prevailing atmosphere of ambiguity and epistemological skepticism characterizes
many of Golshiri’s story openings, a trait that is particularly evident in the narrative
mechanisms employed at the beginning of his texts. In the composite openings (45%),
unpredictable and ambiguous elements such as symbolization, mystery, and ambiguity are
especially prominent. As the sense of doubt and instability increases in the narrative, what
often emerges is depiction of character disintegration. Since this uncertainty—often due to
different social and political reasons—becomes internalized by the characters, especially the
protagonists, character-focused openings (30%) constitute the second most frequent type.
These emotionally fragmented characters frequently attempt to reclaim a lost sense of inner
peace by retreating into pleasurable memories, which explains the high frequency of the
"return to the past” technique in Golshiri’s stories. Unlike many other authors, Golshiti places
less emphasis on scene setting as a significant and influential narrative element. Instead, he
prioritizes the inner sense of his characters over external settings. Influenced by his political
ideology (notably aligned with the Tudeh Party), Golshiri incorporates elements of mystery
and enigma in several of his story openings, adopting techniques reminiscent of detective
fiction. Creating an ambiguous and unreliable narrative space, he compels readers to actively
pursue the result throughout the story. This strategy also fosters a sense of empathy and
emotional resonance between the reader and the protagonist. Regarding closing mechanisms
of the openings, although Golshiri’s political and ideological leanings are at times prominently
reflected in his works, the most frequent method of concluding the opening section involves
elaboration on events or incidents (50%). Yet, his narratives do not display fragmentation or
disjunction between their parts. Because multiple characters sometimes function as the
protagonists in a single story and drive the narrative forward within an overarching
atmosphere of uncertainty, distinguishing among the three structural components—opening,
middle, and closing—can be particularly challenging and demands careful attention. This
complexity is attributable not only to Golshiri’s creativity and power of writing, but also to
the influence of the Isfahan Literary School especially the writers affiliated with the Jong-e
Esfaban journal who emphasized the principles of modern literary technique and paid close
attention to aesthetic principles in story construction. The second most frequent technique
(30%) for ending the opening section involves the protagonist's attention being drawn to a
particular object or idea. In contrast to many other writers, Golshiri does not employ a wide
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variety of methods for ending the opening; rather, he utilizes just four strategies, with
approximately 80% of instances concentrated in the two aforementioned types. This
consistency underscores Golshiri’s distinctive approach to narrative structuring and his
deliberate effort to formulate an effective method for organizing the story’s introduction.
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