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ABSTRACT

There is an inseparable link between history and narrative. Narration
transforms historical work into a text. This research employs a descriptive-
analytical method and a narratological approach to evaluate the natrative
quality of three important historical texts from the Seljuk petiod: Sejug-
nameh by Zahir al-Din Neishaburi, Rabat al-Sodour va Ayat al-Sarur by
Rawandi, and Mosamerat al-Akbbar va Mosayerat al-Akhyar by Agsarai. By
examining the historical reports of these historians on the events of “The
Sedition of Ghoz, the Captivity of Sanjar, and the End of His Rule,” we
aim to show which author-historian succeeded in turning eventful history
into a lasting historical narrative. To assess the level of narration in these
three works, we employ four narrative elements: description; setting (place,
time, and characters); conflict and transition from one situation to another;
and completeness along with a teleological feature in the direction of the
natratives. We conclude that history writing in this period is weaker than in
other eras for several reasons: the historians’ reluctance to record historical
reports contemporaneously, the Seljuk rulers’ lack of support for historians,
the transition from the age of reason to the age of emotion, and the
dominance of multiple ideologies during the decline of Seljuk
historiography. Among the three narratives, Rawandi’s is the most detailed,
due largely to his pervasive use of suspense. While strongly influenced by
Seljug-nameb, his narrative goes beyond it, creating an elaborate literary work
with numerous narrative embellishments. Sejug-nameh ranks next; its
natrator moves fluidly between reporting and literary creation, with a
stronger inclination toward the latter. Aqsarai’s narrative is the least
accomplished in this regard.
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Introduction

History and narration have always shared an inseparable link. Analytical philosophers of
history also emphasize this connection, believing that historians “organize the past through
stories that give historical basis to events, bring order to them, and present the scattered pieces
of ‘history-as-record’—when used as evidence—through a narrative” (Clark, 1397, p. 1206). It
should also be noted that those ancient Iranian historians who regarded narration not merely
as a natural tool or medium, but as their primary, irreducible talent, have been appreciated
among the multitude of historians and occupy the highest rank. In this essay, we intend to
explain the narrative quality of three important historical texts from the Seljuk period by
examining their historians’ reports on the event of “The Sedition of Ghoz and the Captivity
of Sanjar Seljuk.” We aim to show which narrator-historian succeeded in transforming
eventful history into a lasting historical narrative, and what causes and factors paved the way
for their success.

Literature Review

One of the older and well-known studies on the historiography of the Seljuk era was
conducted by Claude Cahen. It was later translated and published as a collection of articles
entitled Historiography of the Seljuk Period by Yaqub Azhand. However, due to its general
content, its focus on introducing Arabic works, and its reliance on conjectute, this research
has received little attention today. Subsequently, Cahen's work was taken up by Julie Scott
Meisami. In her book Persian Historiography: Samanids, Ghaznavids, and Seljuks, she offers a
perspective on the historiography of these periods. Among the more meticulous efforts in
analyzing Seljuk-era historiography is Nasser Sedqi's book Historiggraphy in Iran in the Seljuk
Era. In nine chapters, Sedqi provides a detailed account of historiography during the Seljuk
period, as well as the position and role of cultural centers such as Khorasan, Sistan, Fars, and
Irag-e Ajam.

Other research related to the Seljuk period includes articles and studies that have
attempted to analyze its events and traditions through different approaches. These include
the article “Types of Influence in the Narrative of the Sedition of Ghoz with an Intertextual
Approach” by Mustafa Alipour and Habibollah Abbasi, which specifically analyzes the
narrative of the Sedition of Ghoz in Rabat al-Sodour and Seljug-nameb using an intertextual
approach based on Gérard Genette's three axes of intertextuality. Additionally, the atticle
“The Sedition of Ghoz and the Process of Turning It into a Literary Support for Persian
Poetry” by Mehdi Dehrami and Mojtaba Fahimipour examines this event from a literary
perspective. The authors trace the echoes of the Ghoz sedition in Persian poetry through two
methods—direct and narrative—and explore its literary and visual appropriations, presenting
poetic evidence. Other articles have been written on this subject with broadly similar
approaches, underscoring the importance of this event in the history of Persian literature.
Although many articles have addressed the narratology of historical texts and the relationship
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alysis of the Historical Reports . . .

between narration and history, no independent research has yet been conducted on the quality

of narration specifically in these three narratives.

Method

In this essay, we aim to analyze the degree of “narrativity” in different accounts of the
historical event known as “The Sedition of Ghoz and the Captivity of Sanjar” in order to
determine which narrative is merely a report and which is a creation. In examining the level
of narrativity in the works of this period, we will consider the factors that function as leading
and cohesive elements within the narrative structure. The method used in this essay is
analytical-descriptive with a narratological approach. Using comparative observation, this

research derives its analytical framework from Gérald Prince’s theory of narrative.

Discussion

Different narratives exhibit different levels of narration. Depending on the dimensions and
aspects of the narrative, various narrative theorists introduce specific factors to assess the
degree of narrativity. These factors are discussed by structuralist theorists—such as Gerald
Prince, who examines the shaping structure of narratives—while post-structuralist theorists
analyze narrative based on the flow of structure and discourse (both internal and external
factors). Drawing on narrative theory, the factors affecting narrativity as specified by Gerald
Prince are as follows: 1. Description (time, place, characters); 2. Conflict and the creation of
a transition from one situation to another; 3. Completeness and a teleological orientation (a
directedness toward an end). Each of the historians who has dealt with the historical event of
the Ghaz sedition has used various methods and criteria to apply these elements. These
differing applications have meant that some narratives remain at the level of mere report,
while others approach the level of narrative creation. In this research, Aqsarai’s narrative, with
the lowest level of narration, stays at the level of reporting, whereas Rawandi’s narrative comes

closer to narrative creation.

Conclusion

In the final analysis, by matching the narrative elements of the texts with the factors affecting
narrativity, we concluded that historiography in this period is generally weaker than in other
petiods for several reasons. These include historians’ reluctance to record historical reports,
the lack of support for historians from Seljuk rulers, and the transition from an age of wisdom
to an age of emotion and ideology. Among the three narratives examined, Rawandi’s account
in Rabat al-Sodour is more detailed than the other two, owing to the pervasive presence of
suspense. While closely engaging with the earlier work Sejiug Namebh, it goes far beyond it and,
through numerous narrative techniques, constructs an elaborate literary creation. The
narrative of Sejug Nameh occupies the next level, reflecting the narrator’s fluidity between
report and creation, with a stronger inclination towards literary creation. At the lowest level
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of narration, we find Aqsarai’s narrative, which is marked by extreme brevity and a tendency

to merely report events rather than create literature. Several factors account for the weak
natrativity in this work; one is likely the temporal and spatial distance from the event, which
resulted in his unwillingness to inflect the narrative with ideology.
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