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The religious shahrashub represents a nuanced form of critique within both
classical and contemporary Persian poetry. Traditionally, shabrashub has been
categorized into three types: urban, vocational, and political. However, given
its objective—to challenge established structures and deviate from societal
norms, laws, and cultural practices—the genre logically extends to include
religious dimensions. This observation necessitates a reconsideration of
existing classifications. The religious shahrashub is defined by a range of poetic
objectives, including the critique of the conduct and perspectives of religious
figures and adherents across various faiths and denominations. Through this
medium, poets raise pointed questions that highlicht shortcomings and
contradictions in the behavior and proclamations of religious claimants, or
they directly challenge religious doctrines. This research employs content
analysis and  library-based methods to explore and analyze
religious shahrashub in Persian poetry. The findings reveal that this motif has
consistently engaged Persian-speaking poets. Both classical and
contemporary practitioners have incorporated it into their work, driven by
varied motivations. These include intellectual skepticism, unconscious
psychological impulses, personal characteristics such as a desire for renown,
responses to broader societal challenges, and direct opposition to specific
religious doctrines or their proponents—often despite the poets' own
underlying religious convictions.
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Introduction

Shabrashub is a literary genre utilized by poets and writers for a variety of political, social,
cultural, and occasionally  personal purposes. Previously, scholarship  has
categorized shabrashub into three primary types: occupational, urban, and political. This study
proposes a significant expansion of this taxonomy by introducing a fourth
category: Religious Shabrashub, evidenced in both classical and contemporary Persian
literature. Consequently, shabrishub can be redefined as a literary gente—employed in both
poetry and prose, whether seriously or satirically—that presents concepts challenging and
conflicting with dominant religious, legal, cultural, and social norms. Its function is to provoke
the audience's emotions and elicit overt or subtle reactions. Based on this refined
understanding, shabrashub can be classified into three overarching types: religious, social,
and political. In this new framework, Religious Shabrashub is established as a core category,
while Occupational Shabrishubis examined as a distinct subset of the broader
Social Shabrashub classification.

Religious Shabrashub can be subdivided into three distinct
branches: skeptical, critical, and atheistic. In Skeptical Religious Shabrashub, the poet
deliberately sows doubt concerning the fundamental tenets of faith. Critical
Religious Shabrashub involves the poet's censure or disapproval of specific religious issues,
practices, or secondary doctrines. Atheistic Religious Shabrashub represents a fundamental
rejection of religion, wherein the poet envisions a world entirely devoid of divine presence.
Addressing religious themes in a manner that ostensibly contradicts orthodox teachings is
inherently provocative and can stir significant turmoil within an audience. When such

expressions are direct and explicit, they are particularly potent, often inciting strong reactions
from the faithful.

Literature Review

Currently, there is a notable gap in the literature specifically dedicated to Religious Shabrashub,
as this distinct category has not yet been extensively studied. The initial scholatly discourse
and analysis of the shabrishub genre as a whole, however, originated in the Indian
subcontinent. Pioneers in this field include scholars such as Seyed Abdullah (author of Babar-
¢ Ajam) and Dr. Ghulam Hussain Jaffari. In Iran, the first dedicated study of shabrashub was
undertaken by Mohammad Jafar Mahjoub, initially published in Kefab-e Hafteh and later
presented more systematically in his work The Khorasani Style in Persian Poetry. A particulatly
significant contribution to the field was made by Ahmad Golchin Ma'ani, who compiled
prominent examples from Persian literature and provided analysis and categorization of
different types. His work has become a foundational reference for subsequent studies,
influencing key texts such as Literary Techniques by Sirus Shamisa and the writings of Mansour
Rastgar Fasaei, Hossein Razmjoo, and Manouchehr Daneshpajouh. Beyond these major
works, the subject has also been explored in various specialized articles and academic theses.
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Methodology

This study examines Religious Shabrashub in Persian poetry through a content analysis of
library sources. The research begins by presenting a detailed categorization of the genre,
followed by illustrative examples drawn from both classical and contemporary poetry. The
selected poets are notable for their deliberate departures from traditional religious standards
and their challenges to social norms. However, this research also demonstrates that poets
without a reputation for such rebellion can, at times, produce verses that inadvertently—or
at least ostensibly—conflict with established religious concepts. By analyzing these instances,
the study reveals how Religious Shabrashub can emerge even in the absence of conscious

intent, broadening our understanding of the genre's scope and expression.

Conclusion

The research findings indicate that Religious Shabrashub—a category previously overlooked
by critics—has long been present within Persian poetry due to the complex interplay between
religion and Iranian society. Poets have engaged with this genre for diverse reasons, reflecting
their artistic sensibilities and intellectual perspectives. The quatrains attributed to Omar
Khayyam represent some of the most philosophically rich and religiously
provocative shahrashub poetry, characterized by insights that resonate with a modern
hedonistic worldview. From the perspective of Religious Shabrashub, Hafez’s poetry can be
interpreted as a lyrical and symbolic continuation of Khayyam’s skeptical stance.

In contemporary poetry, the tradition manifests in three distinct forms: skeptical,
critical, and atheistic. Some works critically address specific religious mandates, such as the
Hijab. Others offer critiques of divine creation, with notable examples by poets like Mirzadeh
Eshghi and Mo'ini Kermanshahi. Another category expresses profound doubt regarding the
existence of a Creator, seen in the works of poets such as Mehdi Akhavan Sales, Forough
Farrokhzad, and Sohrab Sepehri. Finally, an explicitly atheistic strain of shahrashub declares
the absence of a deity, acknowledges multiple gods, or dismisses foundational concepts such
as resurrection. This form is powerfully exemplified in the poetry of Ahmad Shamloo and
Forough Farrokhzad.
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