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Abstract

"John Barth" In his two important articles entitled "the Literature of
Exhaustion" and "the Literature of Replenishment", ‘criticizes. modernist
extremism in the novel as well as classical narration. He considers the creative
combination of the narration methods of the two mentioned currents as the
only way to get rid of the impasse in fiction literature. A proposal that would
lead to the creation of post-modern narratives that emphasize the discursive
nature of the story. Among the writers of Persian fiction, Mustafa Mastour is
the one who has made remarkable efforts in creating creative narratives due
to his deep familiarity with the theoretical foundations of fiction writing. The
novel "Three short reports about Navid.and Negar" is one of the notable
examples of his works, in which there is a creative fusion between the two
modes of narration "telling" and "showing". In this way, by using the two
modes of first-person narration in the text of the story and the omniscient
narrator in the” footnote section, the author has put the challenges and
encounters of the narrators as a basis for projecting critical views on these two
types of. perspectives. In this article, which is written in a descriptive-
analytical way, an attempt will be made to examine both the method of
Replenishment. the novel and to analyze the author's critical view to the
perspective. The results show that Mastur has been able to enrich his novel by
combining modern and pre-modern narrative styles.
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1- Introduction

During the transformation of the novel from classic to modern and
postmodern, the narrator element and the narration methods changed more
than any other element. The movement from the omniscient narrator and the
mode of "telling" to the first-person narrator and the mode of “showing",
during the evolution of the classic novel to the modern novel and then
returning again to the omniscient narrator in the postmodern novel, shows the
importance of the narrator element and the methods of narration. . A topic that
John Barth has discussed under the concept of "enrichment".

The novel "Three short reports about Navid and Negar"/by Mustafa Mastour
is one of the works in which the author has tried to use.the-point of view
element with the aim of enriching the narrative. This novel has two first person
narrators. Negar and Navid each separately narrate their experiences and
concerns in the first-person mode, and next.to these two, an omniscient
narrator who is apparently the author himself, completes, .interprets or even
refutes the narrative of the first-person narrators in the footnote section. The
author has tried to create an attractive narrative by using two first-person
narrators and an omniscient . narrator. Along with this action, he has
investigated the strengths and weaknesses of each type of these narrators. An
initiative that has led to what John Barthes calls the enrichment of the novel.

In this article, an attempt will be made to answer the question of how Mustafa
Mastour was able.to "enrich™ his novel by returning to the classical mode of
narration and using an.omniscient narrator.

- Research backgroundand literature

The term enrichment was first used by John Barth. He criticized the story
writing process of the second half of the 1960s in an article entitled "Literature
of Exhaustion" and considered it lacking any kind of content innovation. He
divided the writers of the mentioned period into two groups. A group who, as
modern writers, showed an extreme tendency to use formal artifices and the
second group who still adhered to the principles and methods of classical
fiction literature and tried to follow the same paths in narration that their
predecessors had taken many times.

John Barrett's proposal to get rid of this exhaustion was to return creatively to
the classical tradition of story-writing and to mix classical style and content
with modern methods. He considered this method as a tool that freed literature
from exhaustion and "enriched" it. Therefore, returning to the tradition of



"telling" in the pre-modern narrative and mixing it with the style of "showing"
as the dominant method in modern narration, was a way that the authors of
fictional works took for enrichment. A return that, apart from enrichment, also
pursued another goal, which was to draw attention to the various forms of
narration and its importance in story writing.

- Research method

This research was written with a descriptive method of content analysis, and
during it, an attempt was made to analyze the structure and content of the
novel "Three short reports about Navid and Nagar" by Mustafa Mastour,
according to John Barrett's ideas in the field of enrichment as a postmodern
technique in narration.

- Conclusion

In his novel, Mustafa Mastour has tried to creatively use two types of
omniscient and first-person perspectives in the course of the narrative. A goal
that has been achieved through the repeated interventions of the omniscient
narrator in the narration process ©f the first person‘narrators. A topic that,
while achieving the goal of enrichment in the mentioned work, has also
provided an opportunity to propose some critical reflections regarding each of
the first-person and omniscient viewpoints.

The challenges between the omniscient narrator and the first-person narrators,
which are mentioned in the footnote section of the novel, show that the
omniscient narration style, which is mostly used in pre-modern narratives,
despite having some strengths, also has serious disadvantages and challenges.
Examining. the textual evidence shows that Mustafa Mastour considered the
advantages of omniscient narrator in the novel "Three short reports about
Navid and Nagar'' as follows: the possibility of expressing the inner feelings
of the characters regardless of customary and moral considerations, the
possibility of adding a philosophical color to the personal opinions of the
characters. Knowledge of the past, present and future of the characters and the
possibility of creating intertextual connections between the author's different
works.

In the opposite point, he mentioned the following disadvantages of the
omniscient narrator: the disproportion between the amounts of information
presented to the needs of the readers, biased valuations and judgments, and
the misuse of the divine knowledge of the omniscient narrator. Things that



have sometimes caused conflict between the narration of this narrator and the
narration of the first person narrators.
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