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ABSTRACT

This research examines the structure of poetic propositions in
Nizami's Makhzan al-Asrar. The formation of poetic propositions
differs significantly from standard prose syntax, as the interplay of
grammatical and rhetorical elements creates unique and varied
sentential structures. Analysis of Makhzan al-Asrar reveals that this
fusion of grammatical and rhetorical components yields propositions
distinct from those of ordinary language. These poetic propositions are
first classified into two primary categories: relational and non-
relational. Each category is further subdivided based on the dominant
rhetorical ~ figure, resulting in  sub-types such as simile-
oriented, metaphor-otiented, metonymy-oriented, irony-oriented,

and allusion-oriented propositions. The study also identifies other
distinct structures, including propositions with a deep construction
rooted in literary tradition, those based on a paradoxical viewpoint, and
those structured as proverbs. The findings demonstrate that the poetic
propositions in Makhzan al-Asrar exhibit remarkable diversity. The
profound influence of rhetorical elements has generated specialized
syntactic architectures. This analytical framework can be applied to the
works of other poets, paving the way for a more comprehensive
understanding of the characteristics and innovations within the
grammar of Persian poetry.
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Introduction

The linguistic structure of poetry is distinct and more varied than that of other language types,
resisting analysis through standard grammatical patterns alone. Furthermore, the poetic
language of a stylistically individual poet possesses unique distinctions and specialties that
differentiate it from the work of others. To accurately discern a poet's precise linguistic
structure, it is necessary to analyze their language beyond the confines of conventional
grammar. Fundamentally, in poetic language, meaning is not the sole priority; the mode of
expression and the manner of presenting that meaning become paramount. In this regard,
some poets are more imaginative, creative, and innovative, while the language of others may
hew more closely to the standard language of their period. In any case, poetic language opens
a space for aesthetic taste and linguistic innovation, which serves to distinguish the poet's
individual voice. It is for this purpose that this study investigates poetic propositions and their
typology in Nizami's Makhzan al-Asrar. The results demonstrate that the structure of these
sentences differs significantly from standard prose syntax. The integration of rhetorical figures
and literary devices profoundly alters the undetlying grammatical framework. This variety in
thetorical structures modifies relatively fixed grammatical patterns, rendeting the poem's
sentences highly distinct and diverse. Consequently, although grammatical structures are
typically stable and predictable, in poetic texts we encounter a remarkable array of syntactic
forms.

Literature Review

There are several articles concerning Nizami's language and his compositions, some of which
are mentioned here. The article "Ganjavi's Nizami Speech: A Brief Comment on Words and
Interpretations in Kbhosrow Shirin and Makhzan al-Asrar” (Shafi'i, 1356) examines specific
words and expressions used by Nizami, providing their semantic equivalents by citing verses
from the poet. "Compounding in Makbzan al-Asrar” (Yousefi, 2010) deals with compound
words in Makhzan al-Asrar and briefly examines the emergence of new words and their
grammatical structure. In the article "Musical-Linguistic Creativity in Nizami's Makhzan al-
Asrar" (Firouziyan, 2008), the focus is on linguistic innovations at the level of vocabulary and
new compositions, analyzing the impact of these innovations on the musical-linguistic
structure. The article "Lexical Combinations in the Kbamsa of Nizami" (Ghasmipour, 2010)
concentrates on Nizami's lexical combinations across his quintet. "Language Functions in
Nizami's Makbzan al-Asrar" (Toghyani and Najafi, 2013) examines the linguistic functions in
the text, analyzing Nizami's language through three parts: praises and supplications, nocturnal
solitudes, and allegorical-moral stories. The article "Nizami Ganjavi's
Language" (Poornamdaryan and Mousavi) attempts to prove that Nizami's poetic language
was Dari Persian by comparing it with his contemporaties in Ganja, casting doubt on the
attribution of Turkish poems to him and suggesting they belong to a later poet, Nizami
Qaramanli (9th century AH). As is evident, the subjects of the articles above are different and
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diverge greatly from the subject of the present article. Therefore, this article adopts a new and
different approach, aiming to reveal some of the lesser-known aspects of the poetic language
in Makbzan al-Asrar.

Methodology

The current research is descriptive and analytical, based on library sources. After a study of
Nizami's Makbzan al-Asrar, the structure of its poetic propositions has been analyzed and

categorized in terms of grammar and rhetoric.

Conclusion

The poetic propositions in Nizami's Makhzan al-Asrar ate remarkably diverse and intricate. A
detailed analysis of their structure necessitates a combined grammatical and rhetorical
approach. Standard grammar alone is insufficient for this task, as it lacks the necessary tools
to provide a full description of their composition. Conversely, the integration of rhetorical
elements into the text significantly impacts its grammatical framework, generating a wide
vartiety of propositions. Relational and non-relational propositions based on metaphor, simile,
irony, allusion, paradox, proverb, and similar devices represent only one facet of the poetic
propositions found in Nizami's Makbzan al-Asrar. Undoubtedly, the introduction and
combination of these core elements further multiplies the number and variety of such
structures. This research represents an initial foray into this fascinating field, as the distinctive
language of any stylistically unique poet offers similar potential for novelty and diversity. By
examining the intertwined grammatical and rhetorical structures, a more precise and
comprehensive description of a poet's language can be achieved.
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