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Abstract

Speech act theory has become influential within both linguistic and:philosophy of language.
Speech act is defined as an action occurring as a result of an intentional statement. When a
statement is expressed provocatively and intentionally, in order to happen an act or process, we
are expressing speech act, too. This theory proposed that the meaning of expressing some
sentences is not only what we are doing, but an act or part of act that we intend to do it. John Searle
following his teacher, Austin, has classified speech act into five categories including assertive,
directive, commisive, expressive and‘ declarative. In this paper three books of "Akhar e
Shahname", "Zemestan" and "Az in Avesta" by "Mahdi Akhavan Sales" has been studied. The
results show that the assertive act is the most used with 948 instances and the commisive act is the
least used with 5 instances. Also it is used the most speech act in the book of " Zemestan " and the
least speech act in the book of " Az in Avesta . This declaration of beliefs takes precedence over
his emotions and feelings, and Akhavan's poem is more about proving the poet's beliefs of his time
than being emotional or committed. The small number of commitment or declaration actions is an
indication of the poet's lack of commitment or low social power status. The method of the research
is descriptive-analytical by means of library resources.

Keywords: Mahdi Akhavan Sales, speech acts, Akhar e Shahname, Zemestan ,Az in Avesta, John
Searle.



Introduction

Language is one of the most important social phenomena of humanity, dating back to the
emergence of the first human communities. In addition to being a means of human communication,
language is also a carrier of human thought and plays a significant role in shaping individual
thoughts. Therefore, the study of language is of great importance.(Qobadi, 2:2021) Language is a
tool and means of communication between humans. However, it's essential to note that while
communication is the primary function of language, it also has many secondary roles. When it
comes to the role of language in communication, which is its primary function, it's crucial to
consider that the sender and receiver are often in a simultaneous relationship, with the transmission
of the message occurring simultaneously. (Kheirabadi, Sameni, 13:2016) Austin was the first
philosopher to identify a significant category of linguistic statements.that are neither true nor false,
as they are not intended to describe a state or fact, but rather to perform an action through these
statements. (Abdollahi, 29:1999) Pragmatics is a subfield of linguistics that examines the influence
of context on meaning. One prominent theory in pragmatics is the theory of speech acts, which
views meaning not just as a function of linguistic features and truth conditions, but as a
performative action that changes.the world outside of language. This theory was first introduced
by Austin in the 1940s and was further developed by his student (Searle) , who later popularized
it in linguistics. (Kazemi, Jamshidi, 4:2016) Another way to understand the implicit meanings of
a text is through the analysis of speech acts. Among all the approaches presented in general
linguistic theory, the theory of speech acts has gained the most importance. (Levinson, 226:1977,
quoted by Khosravi, 2:2017)
The theory of speech acts places language in the context of human action, and discusses the
functions and goals-of human actions that are realized through sentences. (Poitras <2008 : 337 «
her)

Background of Research

There have been numerous research studies and publications on the theory of speech action and
Mehdi Akhavan Sales until now, and some of them will be mentioned.
1- The "Analysis of Shath Genre Based on the Theory of Speech Action™ (Zargani and Akhlaghi,
2012: 61-80) article has used the theory of speech action to examine the literary genres of
Shathiat. The authors of this article have first tried to explain the foundations of the Shath genre
by referring to the evolutionary process of the theory of speech action. Next, based on the
explanation of Shathiat by Rouzbahane Bagali Shirazi, they have selected 40 Shathiat and
categorized them into five categories according to the classification proposed by Searle.
2- The "Speech Acts and Their Importance in Text Analysis" article written by Amoozadeh and



Ramazanzadeh (2006) examines the theory of speech acts from the perspective of Austin and
Searle. The authors of this article briefly review the theory of speech acts and then analyze the
speech acts in Simin Daneshvar's novel "Jazireye Sargardani”.
3- Another article is "Five Speech Acts in Sohrab Sepehri's Poem 'Sedaye paye ab™ written by
Abdollahian and Bagheri (2017). The authors of this article introduce the concept of speech acts
and their goals, and then analyze the speech acts in Sohrab Sepehri's poem "Sedaye paye ab".

Examples of research in the field of speech action have been mentioned, but so far, no independent
research with the title "Analysis of speech acts based on john Searle’s opinions in the three poem
of Mahdi Akhavansales (Akhare shahnameh, zemestan and az in avesta)." has been conducted.
Therefore, this research is considered to be the first research of its kind in this subject.”

Method of Research

The method of the research is descriptive-analytical by means of library resources. The researcher
has collected written resources related to the theory of speech act by J.L. Austin and John Searle,
including books, articles, theses and poems-by Mehdi Akhavan-Sales. The researchers then
extracted and categorized the existing components and viewpoints from these sources. The next
step is to analyze and examine the frequency of different types of speech acts in Mehdi Akhavan-
Sales' poems.

Conclusion

In these three books, 1868 instances of speech acts have been used, consisting of 948 assertives,
486 expressives, 402 commissives, 5 declaratives, and 27 directives. The goal of the statistical
analyses in this study is to show the approximate frequency of speech acts used in the three books,
in order to determine which speech acts are most frequently used and which book ¢ ontains the
highest number of speech acts. The highest number of assertive speech acts in the three books
indicates that the poet is seeking to convey the nature of things and his own beliefs, and intends to
present his world as it is oras he believes it to be through poetry. This assertion of beliefs takes
the form of protests, justifications, and other expressions that precede his emotions and sentiments,
and makes the poetry of the Akhavan more about verifying the poet's genuine beliefs of his time
than being emotional or committed. Conversely, the low number of committed or declarative
speech acts suggests a lack of commitment and responsibility, credibility or low social status of
this poet. Akhavan does not attempt to change the world because of one of these two reasons, and
instead approaches phenomena with a logical and rational mindset. The “Zemestan™ book stands
out as the most linguistically rich due to the highest number of speech acts used, compared to the
other two books, in terms of the poet's language use and the reader's comprehension of the intended
meaning.
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