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ABSTRACT

Shaykh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi is one of the Kashmir’s greatest
Sufi saints and a follower of “Naqshbandi (Khwajagan)” order. He
composed his poetic work Dar al-Salaam in the same metre as
Sanai’s Hadigat al-Hagqigat. In addition to explaining Islamic ethics,
the poet recounts his personal life, his entry into the spiritual path
(tariga?), and the teachings of Sufism. While historical records
provide limited information about this Kashmiri poet, the surviving
text of Dar al-Salaam offers valuable insight into his life and his era.
This paper presents an introduction to the Sufi’s life and a structural
and thematic analysis of his poetry, employing a descriptive-
analytical method. To date, only two manuscripts of Dar al-
Salaam have been preserved, both transcribed by Shaykh Abdul
Qadeer Badri in the thirteenth century Hijri. The Shaykh’s poetry is
largely straightforward and accessible. Elision and addition of
phonemes are among the most notable phonological features of the
Divan. Although composed in the Persian contemporary to his
time, the poet employs numerous archaic Persian and Arabic terms.
Rather than relying heavily on literary or rhetorical devices, he
makes frequent use of allusions and epigraphs, reflecting a deep
influence from Islamic and Sufi texts.
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Introduction

The importance of manuscript editing extends beyond enriching Persian literature; it also aids
in understanding lesser-known aspects of language and culture. Outside Iran’s borders,
particularly in India, many Persian manuscripts remain neither edited nor published, and thus
have not been subject to scholarly evaluation and critique. Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi,
a little-known Kashmiri poet, is the author of a work titled Dar al-Salaam—an example of
such an overlooked text. Two manuscripts of this work are held in the Diwan Khana of
Maharaja Shri Pratap Singh in Srinagar, Kashmir: one copy, registered under number 2737, is
written on Kashmiri paper, while the other, numbered 2744, is on ordinary paper. Sheikh
Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi was a twelfth-century AH poet from the Indian region of
Kashmir, a Sunni Hanafi, and a follower of the Nagshbandi Sufi order. Of Iranian descent,
his ancestors migrated from Khorasan to Kashmir during the Mughal era and settled in
Sopore. Due to the lack of research and recognition surrounding this poet, there remains
insufficient information to properly identify and introduce this important literary and Sufi
figure.

Although numerous works have been written about the poets, Sufis, and saints of Kashmir,
none contain detailed information about the life of Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq. Only the memoir
of Haji Muhiuddin Meskin briefly mentions him, stating: “Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi
went to Pakhali in his youth to acquire Sufi teachings, and six months later he benefited from
the company of Abdul Salam Wakil and learned the principles of spiritual conduct. His life
was devoted to worship and striving, and he died in the year 1209 AH” (Meskin, 1322: 159).

During his lifetime, Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Naqgshbandi composed a valuable work titled Dar
al-Salam, dedicating it to the pure soul of his mentor, Akhund Sayyid Abdul Salam. The divan
of Dar al-Salam is structured in two chapters. In the first chapter, the poet shares certain
personal details that provide some insight into his life. According to this account, Sheikh
Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi—a twelfth-century AH Sufi—lost his father in childhood and
subsequently journeyed to the Pakhal region of Peshawar in search of a spiritual guide. There,
he served religious elders for six years.

Approximately three hundred years ago, during the reign of the renowned Gurkani (Mughal)
Emperor Jahangir, one of the dynasties that entered the Kashmir region from Iran with the
aim of spreading Islamic teachings was the Badri family. Sheikh Enayatollah Badri, along with
his son Moradollah Badri, migrated from Khorasan to Kashmir and devoted their lives to
preaching Islam in Sopore, one of Kashmit's cities, until their deaths (cf. Aziz, 1367: 28).
Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi is considered a member of this lineage.

In terms of Sufi affiliation, Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq was a follower of the Nagshbandi order,
also known as the Khwajagan (“Masters”) order. This lineage is called Khwajagan because
many of its early elders did not receive teachings directly from a living master but rather
followed the spiritual path of figures such as Khwaja Yusuf Hamadani and Khwaja Abdul
Khaliq Ghajdawani (see: Sari-Oghli, 1379: 18). Although the Nagshbandi order is traditionally
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attributed to Khwaja Baha'uddin Muhammad Nagshband, he is not its founder. Rather, he
received his spiritual training from the successors of Abdul Khaliq Ghajdawani and is credited
with reviving and expanding the Khwajagan order, which then spread rapidly throughout
Transoxiana and Khorasan. Following Khwaja Baha'uddin, his successors included Khwaja
Ala'uddin Attar (d. 802 AH), Khwaja Muhammad Parsa (d. 851 AH), and Khwaja Ya'qub
Charkhi (d. 851 AH) (Modarresi, 1360: 86-91).

The only surviving work of Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi is the divan Dar al-Salaam. This
divan is a Sufi poetic text composed in the same meter as Hakim Sanai’s Hadigat al-Haqiga in
the 12th century AH. The work is written in Nastaliq script and consists of two chapters. In
the first chapter, after offering praise and gratitude to God, extolling the Holy Prophet, and
describing the day of the Prophet's Ascension (Miraj), the author praises Sheikh Baha'uddin
Nagshbandi. Additionally, this chapter includes autobiographical details about the poet’s own
life and that of his mentor, Akhund Seyyed Abd al-Salaam Vakil. The central theme of Dar a/-
Salaam is mysticism and ethics, expounding Sufi teachings in line with the principles of the
Nagshbandi order.

In the second chapter, philosophical concepts, prophetic traditions, the nature of the
microcosm and macrocosm, the significance of human anatomy, and various topics in Sufism
and mysticism are examined. Additionally, at the end of the manuscript, its scribe, Sheikh
Abdul Qadir Badri, has recorded accounts of the extraordinary spiritual states and miracles
attributed to Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi and the Badri family.

Literature Review

A review of reliable academic sources—including manuscript and publication catalogs, as well
as relevant websites and databases—indicates that no prior research has been conducted on
Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Nagshbandi or his works. Therefore, this article represents the first
academic introduction to this Kashmiri poet, his writings, and his historical context.

Methodology
This study employs a library-based descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the poetic and
documentaty content of the manuscript, to address the following research questions:

1. Who was Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq Naqshbandi, and in which period did he live?

2. What religious and social concepts are reflected in his poetry?

3. Who were his contemporaries, and what thoughts or figures influenced his work?

Conclusion

The Divan Dar al-Salaam—essentially a repository of the ethics, discourses, and teachings of
the Nagshbandiyya order—reflects the distinct beliefs and thoughts of Sheikh Abdul-Razzaq
and his mentor, Mulla Akhund Sayyid Abdul Salam Vakil. This characteristic has led him to
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introduce the Nagshbandiyya order in detail, elaborating on its doctrines and highlighting
which of its prominent figures propagated and expanded the order in India and Kashmir.
Therefore, this Divan can be a valuable subject for literary scholars, historians, and
researchers. By examining the less ornate poems within the Divan Dar al-Salaam, it becomes
apparent that the poet did not confine himself predominantly to the deliberate use of literary
devices, rhetorical embellishments, or the stylistic ornamentation characteristic of
professional poets. Nevertheless, certain verses and passages do exhibit literary techniques
that were likely introduced unconsciously and without deliberate artifice. In this regard,
allusions and references to scriptural and narrative sources appear more frequently than other
rhetorical arrangements, reflecting the poet’s deep devotion to Islamic teachings and
influential religious and mystical figures—particularly his mentor, Sheikh Abd al-Salaam.

Having been exposed to diverse cultural and linguistic environments, the poet’s language
incorporates not only classical Persian and Arabic vocabulary but also lexical influences from
English, Kashmiri, Urdu, and Turkish. Overall, the Divan Dar al-Salaam offers a reflection of
the religious, Sufi, literary, historical, and political landscape of 12th-century AH Kashmir,
providing significant insight into the social and customary realities of that period.
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