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Abstract

This article employs a descriptive-analytical approach to identify and
analyze the poetic imagery present in two books, namely Headless
Palms and Lady Golab, both written by Qasem Ali Ferasat. The
investigations indicate that the literary arrays have a significant
influence on the setting of both works. Headless Palms has abstract
notions of anguish, suffering, aggression, resistance, sadness, and
sacrifice, while Lady Golab has abstract components of depicting
beauty, Musa and Golab's conditions, and the love they possess.
Headless Palms is replete with anthropomorphisms that derive
inspiration from a diverse range of symbols found in physical locations,
occurrences, items, and virtual identities. Lady Golab combines
symbols of personification that are abundant in lyrical notions. The
headless palm trees acquire a sense of introspection through their
representations of the sun, moon, water, and tree. Meanwhile, people
revere Lady Golab, the female figure, as an embodiment of selflessness.
The palm tree assumes a prominent role in the initial novel, serving as
a symbol of defiance and self-sacrifice. Concurrently, the second novel
delves into the concepts of love and acceptance. In Headless Palms,
Ferasat draws emphasis to the Khorramshahr motif by employing
personification and highlighting the heroic qualities of the fighters.
Nevertheless, in Lady Golab, he adopts a contrasting method by
employing poetic comparisons to entice the battle-worn warriors to
return to a conventional existence.
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Introduction

An essential form of literature that embodies resistance is known as the
holy defensive novel. One of the valuable writing approaches employed
in this type of fiction is the employment of diverse types of narrative to
critically reassess the reality. One of these techniques involves handling
lyrical imagery. Imagery in every piece of writing encompasses several
literary devices such as similes, metaphors, ironies, etc., and these
elements contribute to the creation of poetic imagery. The utilization of
simile and its related forms, such as metaphor and personification, in
the novel can enhance the portrayal by effectively portraying the
ambiance  and emotional state  of the  characters.
Examining fictitious visuals leads us to the fundamental elements of a
piece of art. Alongside these visuals, there exists a topic or motif, as
well as the shape and structure of the artwork, which together establish
its prevailing concept or overall perspective. The motif is a prevailing
conviction found in all literary works and contributes to the overall
significance or central topic of the work. The meaning referred to in this
context can encompass several elements such as a character, a picture,
or a recurring linguistic pattern (Cadden, 2006: 405). An effective
method of analysis in literary criticism involves identifying themes and
delineating their impact within the text.

Motif types can be categorized into six groups: persons, events, objects,
concepts, symbols, time, and place. These elements serve a specific
purpose when they contribute to a story's movement, either through
repetition, emphasis, or direct involvement. (see Parsansab, 2018: 26)
One of the motifs in the story is referred to as a "light motif.” This motif
contains the main theme and central point of the text. The term
"leitmotif” in German refers to the repeated repetition of a specific
verbal or musical phrase, set of definitions, or group of images
(Abrams, 2017: 256).
This research aims to analyze the significant issues in two books by
Qasem Ali Ferasat by studying the poetic imagery employed.



Literature Review

Within the realm of simile analysis in various novels, one can consult
the article "The function of simile in creating space in the novel
Symphony of the Dead" by Asadi and Hosseini (2018). This article
examines the aspects of similes, identifies their shared characteristics,
and uncovers the underlying meanings and concepts conveyed in the
text.

The article "Analysis and investigation of motif types and their
functions in the works of Balgis Soleimani* (2016) by Sarfi, Modbari,
and Alinejad explores the various types of motifs, including visual,
linguistic, conscious, and unconscious motifs, and their roles in
Soleimani's works. The article "Symbolic motifs and narrative tricks in
Ermia from the series of stories of the holy defense"” (2009) by Fateme
Kopa examines archetypes and symbolic maotifs, including plants,
water, voluntary dying, and the hero's change throughout the story.
Within the scope of the two novels being examined, there are additional
written works, such as "Comparison of Lifestyle in the Stories of
Headless Palm Trees and Love in the Forbidden Area of Qasem Ali
Ferasat" (2012) by Hanif. This article primarily explores the themes of
venerating love, opposing tyranny, pursuing justice, and
acknowledging sacrifice. The stories written by Qasem Ali Ferasat are
significant. Zarifinia and Bashiri authored the "Analysis of the lifestyle
in the novel” Headless Palms and Deeply rooted" (1400)". Their
conclusion is that in Headless Palms, the unity of the people in facing
the adversary demonstrates the religious lifestyle as a consistent
discourse.

In Sadeghinia's (2017) article, "Investigation and analysis of the
symbols of stability and their relationship with the elements of the story
in the novel Lady Golab,"” the author scrutinizes the novel's prominent
symbols, concluding that the most prevalent symbols represent people,
thereby characterizing the novel as a character-driven one. Alipour's
2016 study, "A Constructivist Criticism on the Semantic Contrast of the
Novel Lady Golab by Qasem Ali Ferasat,” delves into the novel's
character, location, description, and meaning contrasts. Currently, there
is a lack of independent study that explores and compares fantasy
imagery in the novels Headless Palms and Lady Golab and identifies



their significant features. The absence of such research is evident, and
its importance is recognized.

Research Methodology and Problem Statement

In this research, we conducted data analysis using a descriptive-
analytical approach, after collecting sources and taking notes. This
research aims to analyze the similarities and differences between the
two novels by studying the mental imagery and identifying various
motifs such as characters, concepts, objects, events, time, and place.

Conclusion

Over the course of twelve years, Qasem Ali Ferasat has authored two
novels, namely Headless Palms (1362) and Lady Golab (1374), within
the realm of sustainable fiction. The initial novel explores the onset of
the Baath regime’s invasion, the occupation of Khorramshahr, and the
demise of Islamic soldiers. The subsequent novel delves into the
challenges and dilemmas faced by veterans in the aftermath of the
conflict. These two novels contain poetic imagery in the form of
similes, metaphors, and symbols. However, their motifs and leitmotifs
exhibit a notable distinction, which has emerged due to the passage of
time and society's gradual detachment from the ideals and passions of
the war's early years.
The novel Headless Palms explores the themes of suffering, the
challenges of life, the atmosphere of an occupied city, invasion,
resistance, warfare, and the compassion and intimacy between people.
On the other hand, the novel Lady Golab focuses on the description of
the city of Tehran and its environment. The key components of similes
in this text are the sanatorium, the depiction of the states of Musa and
Golab, and the expression of love and warmth between them.
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