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Abstract

Reflecting on many mystical works, it becomes apparent that certain
individuals within these stories undergo transformations, resulting in
distinct personalities that differ from those portrayed in other books. Based
on this fundamental principle, the authors of mystical texts have altered the
characters in their stories to enhance diversity and appeal, as well as
increase their impact on the audience. This transformation typically
involved a minimum of two characters and occasionally extended to as
many as fourteen characters. This article examines the depiction of
characters in nineteen mystical texts. By analyzing thirty-five stories on
this topic, the author identifies the reasons and motivations behind this
storytelling technique. The article also explores the extent to which the
author's spiritual and mystical experiences, as well as their ideological
tendencies and aspirations, influence the portrayal of characters. In addition
to the author’s fidelity to the text and primary source, he has successfully
transformed the characters in the story.
Keywords: Mystical Writings, Short Stories, Individuals, Transformation.

Introduction

Anecdotes play a crucial role in mystical novels, being one of their most
significant components. The author uses these anecdotes to convey and
comprehend his enigmatic intention, enabling the reader to examine the
worldview and mystical framework of the specific mystic from an
anecdotal perspective. The character in question should be accompanied by
mystical experiences. Every Sufi text we are aware of has instructive



anecdotes. Consequently, these books primarily focus on the stories they
contain, aiming to educate and profoundly influence the disciples. Mystical
stories serve multiple purposes, including instruction, providing diversity,
enhancing attractiveness, and facilitating the understanding and
simplification of complex themes. Moreover, these stories incorporate the
"special manners of Sufis" and make the mystical worldview more
accessible to the audience. In addition to these purposes, another
noteworthy aspect of mystical stories is the phenomenon of “character
transformation.” This refers to the occurrence when a story, originally
attributed to certain characters in one book, is later ascribed to different
characters in another text. The story's subject remains consistent, although
the characters and heroes undergo transformations. Diverse reasons and
motivations drive the transformation of characters in stories. It is important
to note that in this type of storytelling, functions and characters are
inseparable. Each character represents their own actions and personal
development. Additionally, the transformation of a character often leads to
changes in other story elements such as time, place, conversations, level of
detail, perspective, and narration. This is because the character, being the
primary conveyer of the story's theme and the main driver of its plot,
influences the other components and elements of the story. However, the
central idea of the story stays unchanged. Authors and storytellers of
mystical literature frequently express their sentiments, emotions,
convictions, desires, and mystical encounters through their cherished
character's perspective and consciousness. By shaping the character's
persona, they effectively convey their own aspirations, objectives, and
motivations. They have reached a decision. Various texts reference the
story of "The Sea and Gold Fishes in the Mouth" and associate it with a
wide range of individuals, including renowned figures like Zul-Nunun
Masri, Ebrahim Adham, and Malik Dinargarhet, as well as lesser-known
or unidentified individuals like Ebrahim Saad, Abu Rihana, the dervish in
the ship, a young man with patches, and a man in rags.

Literature Review

Based on the investigations, there is a lack of independent studies
conducted in the field of the subject. The available sources only provide



limited and fragmented information. In his book "Story Structure of
Mystical Tales" (2010), Rezvanian conducted an investigation into the
story structure of three mystical texts: "Kashf al-Mahjub,” "Asrar al-
Tawheed," and "Tazkireh al-Awliya.” Specifically, Rezvanian analyzed the
shared elements among the stories found in these three books in the chapter
"Similar stories in terms of content and author's perception.” In his 2016
book "Sources of the Sun," Heydarzadeh Sardroud conducted an analysis
of Sufia's stories in the Masnavi. He examined these anecdotes under the
overarching theme of "review of Rumi's actions" in both common
anecdotes and the more specific category of “character and
characterization." This analysis focused on the primary character in the
story under discussion. The process of converting it into other characters
has been mentioned. In the article "Character transformation in stories
similar to Attar and Maulvi," Heydari examines and elucidates the shared
elements in the stories of Attar, Maulvi, and Rumi's influence on his
predecessors' narratives, particularly Attar. Through a thorough analysis of
the novels in question,the author has provided a comprehensive account of
the characters’ appearances as well as the underlying reasons and
motivations behind the alterations and interventions.

Research Methodology

The objective of this research is to investigate the process of character
development in mystical stories. Specifically, it aims to examine the ways,
goals, and motivations that contribute to the formation of character
development. To address this question, the author employed a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine nineteen mystical writings. Specifically,
the author focused on analyzing the stories that depicted character
transformations. Attar's Tazkireh Al-Awliya has been selected as a primary
source and fundamental text because of its frequent occurrence and
substantial number of stories (36 instances).

Conclusion

Anecdotes, widely recognized as prominent and influential components
and motifs in mystical texts, serve a crucial purpose in facilitating the



comprehension of Sufi themes and enhancing their impact on the audience.
Additionally, they contribute to moral instruction by instilling confidence
in the hearts of disciples and motivating them to persist in their actions. We
can examine these stories from various perspectives regarding their
structure and substance. One notable aspect or characteristic is the portrayal
of characters in diverse mystical books, including individual texts. The
author or narrator of a mystical text may, for a variety of reasons, such as
personal interest in a particular individual or mystic or to establish their
own spiritual authority, intervene in the actions and identities of the
characters in their story. This may involve correcting errors or flaws in the
beloved character or demonstrating the dominance of love and
enlightenment over logic and rationality by transforming them into
different personas. Renaming the characters in a story can have a
significant impact on various aspects of the narrative, such as the setting,
timeframe, narrator, perspective, dialogue, level of detail, brevity,
outcome, and purpose. While contemporary readers may prioritize the
moral and epistemological outcomes of reading a story over the physical
appearance of its characters, it is important to recognize that the authors of
mystical texts pursued their own objectives, interests, and motivations by
altering their personalities. This is particularly evident when a later text
portrays a character in a manner that contradicts their name and attributes,
as described in earlier and more foundational Sufism texts.
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