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Nezami is a poet who, based on his worldview and lived experiences,
extensively employed courtly metaphots to articulate concepts. Living
in the sixth century AH and influenced by the geographical location of
Ganja, its incessant battles, his adherence to the political ideology of
Ash'ari theology, and his ties to political power structutes, his poetry
has acquired a distinct royal and courtly tone, both consciously and
unconsciously. He frequently utilized a royal discourse to address a
wide range of issues. This factor has contributed to the textual
coherence of the Khamseh, giving it a unique structure and framework.
Consequently, courtly metaphors have become a prominent stylistic
feature at the rhetorical level of Nezami's Khamseh, and their analysis
can serve as a gateway to understanding his intellectual system. Based
on this premise, the present research adopts Cognitive Metaphor
Theory (CMT) as its foundation to analyze the factors that propelled
Nezami's thought toward the use of courtly metaphors. The findings
indicate that geographical, creedal-religious, and experiential-existential
factors are among the most significant determinants in the formation
of these metaphors in Nezami's Khamseh. By influencing the metaphot-
making process in his mind, these factors led him to create mega-
metaphors such as GOD IS KING and WEAPON IS A LIVING
BEING, which in turn generated a network of sub-metaphors
throughout the Khamseb.
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Introduction

Persian poetry, since its inception, was closely associated with and financially supported by
royal courts—a tradition that fundamentally shaped the genre known as "court literature"
(Adabiyat-e Darbari). In pursuit of patronage, fame, and the perceived permanence of
aristocratic themes, poets were inherently driven to incorporate courtly discourse into their
work, believing such imagery would lend their compositions value and prestige.

This pervasive cultural and literary mentality significantly influenced even canonical
poets like Nizami Ganjavi (12th century). Despite his relatively limited direct involvement
with royal courts, Nizami’s ideological system and lived experience—specifically, his life in
Ganja amid continuous warfare, his adherence to Ash'ari political ideology, and his awareness
of contemporary power structures—unconsciously infused his poetry with numerous courtly
and royal metaphors. As a result, courtly metaphors emerged as a salient stylistic feature in
the rhetoric of his magnum opus, the Khamseh, providing a critical portal for comprehending

his comprehensive ideological framework.

While traditional studies often rely on classical rhetoric to analyze Nizami’s
imagery, this research provides a scientifically robust analysis by adopting the framework of
Cognitive Metaphor Theory (CMT). CMT posits that metaphor is not merely a linguistic
ornament but a fundamental cognitive mechanism that structures human thought and action.
By applying this model, the present study analyzes the underlying cognitive factors that led
Nizami to create and pervasively use courtly metaphors to represent a wide spectrum of his
concepts and beliefs.

Specifically, this paper analyzes the role of three primary factors—geographical,
religious-ideological, and experiential-biological—in shaping the courtly metaphors within
Nizami’s Khamseb. It further examines how these factors facilitated the formation of macro-
metaphors such as GOD IS KING and WEAPON IS A LIVING BEING, thereby
generating a vast network of subsidiary metaphors throughout the epic.

Literature Review

The critical study of imagetry and metaphor in Nizami Ganjavi's Khamseb has historically been
dominated by the principles of classical rhetoric (Baligha?). This traditional approach primarily
treats figures of speech as stylistic ornamentation, focusing on their classification over their
conceptual foundations. As a result, a significant gap exists in the research: a comprehensive
investigation into the formative factors of courtly metaphors in the Khamseh from a modern,

conceptual viewpoint.

A systematic analysis of Nizami's poetic corpus through a cognitive and conceptual
lens remains a nascent field in Persian literary studies, with little precedent for investigating
the formative roots of his imagery. The most pivotal research in this specific domain is the
article by Sanchouli Jadid and Salehinia (1397/2018). Utilizing a cognitive perspective, their
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study argues that core concepts of Ancient Iranian Thought—such as Iran-shahr ideology, the
Ideal King, the Ideal City, and the belief in Farr-e [zadi—were the primary wellsprings for the
development of some of Nizami’s most significant courtly metaphors.

While acknowledging the vital role of Ancient Iranian Thought, the present
research is motivated by the need to expand this inquiry through the systematic analysis of
other critical formative factors. This study, therefore, aims to fill the identified gap by
investigating the profound influence of geographical, religious-ideological (e.g., Ash’ari
theology), and experiential-biological factors. It posits that these forces were primary in
channeling Nizami’s thought toward the pervasive creation and deployment of courtly
metaphors throughout his Khamseh.

Methodology

This research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach. The theoretical
foundation is the Cognitive Metaphor Theory (CMT), applied to move beyond traditional
rhetorical views and analyze metaphor as a fundamental conceptual system that structures
Nizami’s thought.

The methodology centers on a comprehensive analysis of Nizami
Ganjavi's Khamseh. The core analytical procedure involves systematically investigating how
three primary formative factors shaped the poet's conceptual mappings:

e  Geographical and Environmental Influences
e  Religious and Ideological Beliefs (specifically Ash'ari theology)

e  Experiential and Biological Realities

By correlating these domains with the text's ubiquitous courtly metaphors, the study
identifies the cognitive underpinnings of its macro-metaphors. The ultimate aim is to provide
a scientific explanation for the structural integrity of the Kbamseh, grounding it in Nizami's

lived experience and wotldview.

Findings
Applying the principles of Cognitive Metaphor Theory (CMT) to the rhetorical structure of

Nizami’s Khamseb reveals that the systematic use of courtly metaphors stems not from mere
linguistic choice, but from a structured cognitive system. This system was primarily driven by
three deeply rooted and interwoven factors that shaped Nizami's thought processes:

1. Geographical and Environmental Factors

Nizami’s life in Ganja during the tumultuous 6th century A.H. (12th C.E.), a region constantly
marked by successive conflicts and the rise and fall of local rulers (Atabegs), served as a
fundamental concrete source domain. The constant visual and political presence of warfare

and power struggles led his mind to conceptualize abstract ideas through this immediate
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environment. This factor resulted in the formation of conceptual metaphors such as
WARFARE IS A HUNT and THE RULER IS A HUNTER. This process utilized concrete
environmental experiences (e.g., weapons, military ranks, siege warfare) to represent abstract
political, social, and even spiritual concepts, making the discourse of the court and the
battlefield interchangeable in his poetry.

2. Religious and Ideological Beliefs

Nizami's adherence to Sunni Ash'ari political theology exerted a profound ideological
influence on his conceptual mapping. The central Ash'ari emphasis on God's Absolute Will
(Irada) and Ultimate Power (Qudra)—which posits God as the sovereign, unconstrained
source of all creation and action—naturally mapped onto the most powerful terrestrial
framework available: that of the King. This theological foundation gave rise to the macro-
metaphor GOD IS THE KING. Consequently, divine attributes—such as justice, decree, and
reward—are consistently structured and expressed through the source domain of royal
command, courtly functions, and kingly authority, projecting a coherent, court-centric
conception of the divine realm.

3. Experiential and Biological Factors

The poet’s personal, experiential, and biological realities—including health, illness,
sustenance, and vitality—were also structured through the conceptual domain of the court.
For instance, personal well-being is frequently metaphorized as ROYAL SUPPORT or THE
KING'S PROTECTION. Similarly, sustenance and worldly resources are conceptualized
through the lens of ROYAL BANQUETS and KINGLY GIFTS. This pattern indicates that
Nizami’s internal, bodily experiences were cognitively filtered and articulated through the
publicly understood and highly valued schema of the royal court.

In conclusion, the three formative factors—geographical, ideological, and
experiential—did not merely provide literary inspiration for Nizami; they functioned as
powerful cognitive channels. By fundamentally shaping his process of conceptual
metaphorization, they ensured the structural integrity of the Khamseh and established the
courtly metaphor system as a central epistemic framework through which he articulated his
multifaceted theological, ethical, and political worldview.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the pervasive network of courtly metaphors in Nizami
Ganjavi’s Kbamseb is not merely a stylistic or rhetorical featute, but a structured outcome of
his fundamental cognitive system. By applying Cognitive Metaphor Theory (CMT), the study
establishes a clear causal link between these conceptual mappings and three formative factors:
geographical influences, religious-ideological beliefs (as evidenced by the Ash'ari-derived
macro-metaphor GOD IS KING), and experiential-biological realities. The findings indicate
that these factors functioned as cognitive channels, directing Nizami's thought to consistently
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utilize the court domain for conceptualizing abstract theological, ethical, and political ideas.
Ultimately, this study provides a novel interpretation by establishing the courtly metaphor
system as the central epistemic framework that provides structural integrity and profound

coherence to the entire Khamseh..
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