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Introduction

Mulla Hossein Va‘ez Kashfi (d. 910 AH) occupies a pivotal yet ambivalent position in the
intellectual history of Persian Islamic literature. A prolific author of the late Timurid period,
Kashfi produced works spanning Qut anic exegesis, ethics, mysticism, and literary prose,
many of which enjoyed sustained circulation well into the Safavid era. Among these,
his Mavaheb-e “Aliyya—a concise Persian commentary on the Qur an completed between 897
and 899 AH—achieved exceptional populatity across the Persian-speaking Islamic world.

The Safavid adoption of Twelver Shi‘ism as the state religion, however, introduced
new doctrinal boundaries that complicated Kashfi’s reception. His perceived Sunni
otientation tendered his works theologically suspect in certain Shi‘i scholatly circles,
prompting both criticism and selective appropriation. Nevertheless, manuscript evidence and
later Persian commentaties reveal that the Mavabeb-e ‘Aliyya remained an indispensable
exegetical reference throughout the Safavid period.

This article addresses a critical gap in scholarship by examining how Shi'i
commentators of the Safavid era engaged with Kashfi’s Tafiirin practice, moving beyond
mere assessments of his confessional identity. It investigates how Kashfi’s language, exegetical
strategies, and mystical sources were transmitted, modified, or reframed within Shi‘i Qut anic
discourse, and what this process reveals about the dynamics of continuity and transformation
in the Persian Tafsir tradition.

Literature Review

Existing scholarship on Kashfi has primarily focused on biographical reconstruction,
bibliographical surveys, or debates concerning his sectarian affiliation. While these studies
have clarified the scope of his oeuvre and its diffusion, they have rarely examined the concrete

mechanisms through which his exegetical writings informed later Shi'i tafsirs.

Studies of Persian Qur anic translation and exegesis—most notably those by
Azarnoush and Iyazi—have noted verbal and stylistic parallels between Mavaheb al-"Aliyya and
Safavid commentaries such as Tarjomat al-Khavas and Manbaj al-Sadegin. However, these
observations are generally presented as peripheral remarks within broader surveys and have
not been systematically theorized as evidence of deep intertextual dependence.

Moreover, encyclopedic treatments of Shi'i tafsir tend to emphasize doctrinal
distinctiveness, often ovetlooking the extent to which Shi'i exegetes inherited and reworked
earlier Persian Sunni or ecumenical traditions. As a result, the role of Mavdheb al-"Aliyya has
remained under-theorized, frequently reduced to a stylistic influence rather than recognized
as a structural and conceptual foundation.
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nd transformation of Mulla Hossein Kashfi’s . . .

This study contributes to the field by foregrounding Kashfi’s tafsir as a central
intertext in eatly Safavid Shi‘i exegesis and by analyzing the diverse strategies through which
later commentators negotiated its authority.

Methodology

The research adopts a comparative intertextual approach, combining close textual analysis
with source criticism. Three representative Safavid-era Persian commentaries were selected
based on chronological proximity to Kashfi, exegetical significance, and demonstrable
engagement with Mavdheb al- Aliyya:

1. Tarjomat al-Khavas by Ali b. Hasan Zavari
2. Manhaj al-Sddegin and its abridgment by Mulla Fathallah Kashani
3. 'The Persian tafsir of Sharif Lahiji
Selected Qut anic passages were compared across these works with attention to:
e  Lexical and syntactic features of Qur anic translation
e  Structural organization of exegetical units
e Incorporation of mystical authorities and ethical narratives
e  Citation practices and degrees of attribution

e  Patterns of omission, adaptation, and ideological reframing

This method allows for distinguishing between explicit citation, implicit borrowing,
and editorial transformation, thereby illuminating varying modes of reception and
reinterpretation.

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that Mavaheb al-"Aljyya exerted a profound and sustained influence
on early Safavid Shi‘i Persian tafsir. Zavari’s Tarjomat al-Khavds emerges as the closest textual
heir to Kashfi, reproducing large portions of his translations and exegetical formulations while
supplementing them with Shi'i traditions. Kashani’s Manbaj al-Sadegin, though more expansive
and explicitly Shi‘i in orientation, likewise relies heavily—often without attribution—on
Kashfi’s language, mystical sources, and interpretive frameworks. Lahiji, by contrast,
represents a more selective and critically mediated engagement, acknowledging Kashfi while
integrating his material within a stricter Shi‘i hermeneutical framework.

These findings challenge rigid sectarian models of intellectual history and highlight the
permeability of exegetical traditions in early modern Iran. Kashfi’s tafsir was not merely

tolerated but actively appropriated, reshaped, and redeployed within Shi‘i scholarship.
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Recognizing this layered reception allows for a more nuanced understanding of Persian
Qur anic exegesis as a cumulative and dialogical tradition that transcended confessional

boundaries while negotiating them from within
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