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indirectly. The story “The Black Clothed King” in Nezami’s Haft Peikar is
one of the mysterious tales that shares similarities with the tale of
“Daghooghi” in Molavi's Masnavi. This paper aims to study and compare the
common elements of these two stories through qualitative comparative
analysis. A thorough analysis of these two stories shows that the characters
of “The Black Clothed King” and “Daghooghi”, as well as “Torktaz and
Haft Mardan,” exhibit striking similarities. We analyzed these characters in
eight elements: 1- The hero's honesty, 2- Pursuit of a goal, 3- Mysteries of
intuition, 4- Mysterties of achieving the goal, 5- Lack of courtesy, 6- Kindness
towards the hero, 7- Forbidden actions, 8- Disappearance. Through these
elements, it became evident that there are numerous parallels between the
characters in the two stories.
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Introduction

Some scholars believe that comparative literature involves the study of comparisons
between works that originate from different cultural backgrounds (Shorel, 2019: 25).
Comparative literature began with the comparison of literature in European national
languages. Researchers in this field try to engage in intercultural, linguistic, literary and
thematic dialogues (Zepetnek, 1998: 13-16). This field of study includes two main
schools: the French and the American. The French school of comparative literature,
which has been prevalent in comparative literary research worldwide, is based on the
two principles of influence and literary relation. This school seeks to provide evidence
of historical relationships between literary works written in different languages.

The American school of comparative literature focuses on aesthetics, criticism
and analysis. While its followers prioritize literary relationships and influences as key
research topics, they do not emphasize the discovery of historical documents or
positivist evidence. Instead, they view similarities between literary works as stemming
from the shared human experience. The aim of this school is to present literature as
a global phenomenon in relation to other fields of knowledge and the fine arts
(Sherkat Moghadam, 2008: 61-64). It should be known that every text is created by
relying on other texts and being influenced by them. By examining a text and
comparing it to other texts, whether contemporary or eatlier works, readers can gain
a deeper understanding of the text. Itis rare to find a text that has not been influenced
by other works (Allen, 2000: 123). This brings us closer to the concept of
intertextuality.

In the definition of intertextuality, it is stated that "Every text is a collection of
quotations" and holds the power to attract and transform other texts (Kristeva, 2011:
44). Roland Barthes also partially agrees with this view, stating that "Each text is a
new texture of past quotes and sayings. Within each text, patterns, scattered codes,
pieces of social language are unpublished and divided; because there is continuous
language before and around the text" (Bruel, 1998: 374). Gérard Genette categorizes
intertextuality into three main types: implicit, covert and hidden. The first type
denotes the obvious presence of one text within another. In implicit intertextuality,
sometimes the author of the second text does not intend to hide intertextuality, and
for this reason, he uses signs that can help identify the intertextuality and its reference
(Namvar Motlaq, 1386: 136). Haft Peykar is the fourth work in the Panj Ganj series
written by Nizami Ganjavi. It is also known by other names such as Babrammnameh and
Haft Gonbadan. This work consists of more than five thousand verses (Zanjani, 2007:
36-37). Haft Gonbad were organized based on the seven stages of mysticism, the seven
Amshaspandan (Zoroastrian angels), seven skies and seven climates (Riyazi, 20006:
153). Each dome tells a story about Bahram Gur. The story of the black cloth king
relates to the first dome in this work. Daghooghi's story is an amazing travel story
that mostly seems to be the experience of Molavi himself or one of his lesser-known
friends. As Forouzanfar has noted, there is no written reference to this story
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(Farozanfar, 1983: 107). In his analysis, Zarrinkoob has identified the seven men as
representing a secret of the unseen world, the ship passengers as a secret of human
society, the sea as a secret of the material world, and the transformation of seven
trees and seven candles into one, an interpretation of the oneness of the souls of true
mystics (Zarinkoob, 1987: 149-152). The aim of this research is to compare and
analyze the story of the black clothed king in Haft Peikar by Nezami and the tale of
“Daghooghi” in the third book of Masnavi by Molavi. The research question is: what
common elements exist between the two stoties of "The Black Clothed King" and
"Daghooghi"?

Literature Review

Sepahvandi (2013) has studied the interpretive and allegorical aspects of the story of
Saturday in Haf? Peykarin his articles. Neqabi and Qurbani (2013) have tried to examine
the structure of the story "The Black Clothed King" based on Propp's model in their
articles. In her articles, Rajabi has tried to investigate the metafictional components of
postmodernism in the tale of "Daghooghi". Gandomi and Kamali Baniani (20106) in
an article have investigated the methods of plotting and expanding the narrative in the
story of Daghooghi. Khatami and Kardan (20106) in their article, have investigated the
symbols of the Abdals (Seven real mystics) in "Daghooghi" story. Howevert, there has
been no research written to compare the stories "The Black Clothed King" and
"Daghooghi".

Methodology

This article uses the qualitative comparative analysis method. In this method,
researchers examine the similarities and differences between two effects or phenomena
(Oana et al, 2021: 3-7). In the comparative analysis method, common characteristics
should be examined to achieve a result. Comparative analysis has two main methods:
examining the similarities and differences between two phenomena or effects (Rihonx
and Ragin, 2009: 2). The goal is to investigate the effectiveness of Molavi from Nezami
by considering their common characteristics and ignoring their differences.

Conclusion

The characters of the Black Clothed King and Daghooghi, as well as Turktaz and the
Abdals, are very similar to each other. We compared and analyzed eight elements of
their characters: 1- Hero's honesty: The black cloth king is a hospitable character who
helps others. Daghooghi is also a righteous and a great mystic who helps people. 2-
Quest for something: Both heroes are looking for something; The Black Clothed King
is looking for the secret of the black-clad, while Daghooghi is looking for the Abdals.
3- Mysterious place of intuition: Both heroes experience intuition in a transcendental
and mysterious world. 4- The mystery of achieving the goal: the heroes in both stories
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deal with mysterious phenomena such as basket, rope, tree, bird, candle and Abdals in
their quest to reach their goal. 5- Disregarding politeness: The Black Clothed King is
impolite because of his hedonistic nature, and Daghooghi disregards politeness by
praying for the ship passengers without knowing his position. 6- Treating the hero well:
Turktaz treats him with respect without having previous encounter the hero and only
because he is a guest. The Abdals also welcome Dogooghi with good behavior.
Daghooqhi greets them and they also greet him with good manners. 7- Forbidden
work: The prohibited work for the black cloth king is sexual interference with Turktaz,
and she warns him against this work many times; but the black cloth king decides to
do this because of lust and finally deprives himself of the existence of Turktaz.
Daghooghi is in the position of trust and prayer; but the Abdals are in satisfaction
position; so praying is forbidden to them. Daghooghi deprives himself of their
existence by praying. 8- Disappearance: As soon as Daghooghi hears the noise of the
Abdals and looks behind him, but he does not see them anymore, and then he regrets
his actions. The king in black cloth also closes and opens his eyes as soon as he tells
Turktaz his bad intention. However, he does not see him anymore and lives in regret
forever.
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