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Abstract

From a long time ago until now, with referencing to the common narrations and the three verses attributed to
Ferdowsi, Shahnameh has been famous for having sixty thousand or nearly sixty thousand verses; while the
number of verses in the oldest manuscripts, as well as valid printed texts, does not exceed fifty thousand verses.
The present research seeks to answer the questions such as where, when, and by whom these numbers became
popular and how many verses the manuscripts and the famous printed texts have, by separating the fictional
sections. This research consists of four parts: 1. Reviewing and criticizing verses related to Ferdowsi about
Shahnameh’s verse number. 2. Reviewing various reports on the Shahname’s verse number (Including the quintet
introductions of Shahnameh, biographies, historical, literary, geographic, and Rijali (narrator evaluation)
resources, and various views of contemporary researchers). 3. Recounting and presenting the exact number of
Shahnameh’s verses by fictional parts, based on printed copies of Turner Macan, Julius von Mohl, Berookhim,
Dabirsiaghi, Moscow, Kazzazi, Jeyhooni, and Khaleghi. 4. A discussion about semantic significations of the
number "Sixty" and "Sixty thousand". The authors assert that the number "Sixty thousand" was not versified by
Ferdowsi. But this number was used by the Shahnameh enthusiasts in the late of his life, or a brief time after his
passing, with the meaning of “plurality”, “perfection”, and “approximation" in describing the number of
Shahnameh’s verses. Based on the famous narrations, at least starting from the sixth century, verses have been
versified about the sixty thousand verses of Shahnameh and are annexed to Shahnameh.
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