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Lakoff also believes that women use more hedges than

men. She identified three types of hedges as follows: those
showing that the speaker is unsure; those used for the sake of
politeness and finally those characterizing women’s language,
the language of those who are out of power in society. But, like
what was found concerning tag questions in this study, again
Lakoff’s ideas concerning hedges cannot be held.

The Chi-squares computed in this study confirmed no
significant difference between males and females with regard
to the use of hedges. This finding is in line with what Holmes
(1986) found concerning the use of ‘you know’ in the speech of
men and women. Holmes did not found any significant
differences between the two genders.

Similarly, what was found concerning intensifiers, in this
research, did not confirm Lakoff’s ideas. No significant
difference was found between the groups under study with
regard to the use of intensifiers.

In this study, none of Lakoff’s assumptions concerning
hedges, tag questions and intensifiers were accepted.
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Based on the results obtained in this study, Lakoff’s

ideas concerning tag questions, hedges and intensifiers cannot
be held.

In Lakoff’s opinion, the functions of tag questions are two-
fold: they soften the impact of assertions and they express
uncertainty. If we accept this idea, we must accept that women
are usually uncertain creatures, but for two reasons Lakoff’s
ideas can be rejected: (1) Lakoff made these ground-breaking
ideas based on her intuition. In fact, she did not conduct a
scientific research. (2) Other researchers did not confirm what
Lakoff had proposed. For example, Holmes (1993) found out
that certain types of tag question are used more by men than by
women, i.e. modal tags, and certain other types are used more
by women, i.e. facilitative tags.

Holmes states that facilitative tags are addressee-oriented,
expressing the speaker’s solidarity or positive attitude to the
addressee. On the contrary, modal tags are speaker-oriented
and signal speaker’s desire for confirmation. Furthermore, in a
research carried out by Cameron et. al., (1998), it was found
that men used more facilitative and modal tags than women
did. But, as was mentioned before, the Chi-squares computed
in Section 7 of this paper revealed no significant difference
between males and females with regard to the use of tag
questions.
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Table 5: The Results of the Chi-squares as Computed

for Cross Culture Data

Cross culture
English Male & Persian Male & Female
Female/
I X=0.134 NS
H X=1.07 NS
X=0.539 NS

NS= Not Significant P> 0.05

Again, The Chi-squares computed in Table 5 prove that
there is no significant difference between the two groups of
English males & females and Persian males and females. This
finding, like what was found in the previous tables, is not in
line with the ideas put by Lakoff concerning linguistic
differences between the two genders.

8- Discussion and Conclusions
As we mentioned before, Robin Lakoff has put forward the

most complete analysis concerning linguistic differences
between males and females. She believes that sex differences
in language usage reflect different and unequal roles and status.
She proposes that because of the low status of women and the
social pressure on them to talk like a lady, women tend to use
more hedges, intensifiers, super polite forms, question

intonations, etc. more than men do.






